
 
 

 

 

MIDDLE EAST 

OVERVIEW 

August 2019 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

1 | P a g e  
 

MIDDLE EAST OVERVIEW | August 2019 

Contents 
1. BACKGROUND ......................................................................................................................................... 2 

2. THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC SITUATION......................................................................................................... 3 

Egypt ............................................................................................................................................................ 3 

Jordan .......................................................................................................................................................... 4 

Iraq ............................................................................................................................................................... 5 

Lebanon ....................................................................................................................................................... 5 

Palestine ...................................................................................................................................................... 7 

Syria ............................................................................................................................................................. 7 

Cyprus .......................................................................................................................................................... 8 

3. THE REFUGEE SITUATION (Updated) ...................................................................................................... 9 

Egypt ............................................................................................................................................................ 9 

Jordan .......................................................................................................................................................... 9 

Iraq ............................................................................................................................................................. 10 

Lebanon ..................................................................................................................................................... 11 

Syria ........................................................................................................................................................... 12 

Cyprus ........................................................................................................................................................ 16 

4. CHURCH ACTIVITIES ............................................................................................................................... 16 

5. MECC HEADQUARTERS ACTIVITIES ....................................................................................................... 21 

6. MECC Humanitarian activities August 2019: ........................................................................................ 29 

7. CONCLUSION ......................................................................................................................................... 33 

 

 
 

 
 



   

2 | P a g e  
 

MIDDLE EAST OVERVIEW | August 2019 

1. BACKGROUND 
 

 

After several years of struggle, the Middle East still suffers from the lack of political reconciliation and 

armed conflict. Till today, scores of wounded and dead appear on news headlines, at an alarming rate.  

While fighting has decreased, sporadic scuffles still occur in different areas inflicting several losses. 

Sometimes, in certain areas, as reported by major Human Rights watchdogs, fighting is so fierce that 

hundreds perish just in a few days. To make matters worse, August saw heightened tensions between 

major powers in the region, increasing the likelihood of a major armed conflict. As such, any 

miscalculation or misinterpretation, can lead to a series of tragic events, which can consume the region; 

if not the world.   

 

From here on, the MECC has continued its efforts throughout August, on various international platforms, 

to the raise its voice in defense of human dignity and in support of its mission to promote unity and 

partnership between the Churches of the Middle East and the Christian presence in the East. For this 

reason, came a private visit to His Holiness Pope Francis, during which the Secretary General and an 

accompanying delegation, conveyed the Council's vision about the Christian presence in the East and the 

“Kairos ME Towards a Church Global Compact." Moreover, this month was characterized by a summit 

meeting between presidents of the council, decisions pertaining the next General Assembly, and 

discussions about ways to meet various challenges to protect human dignity and to consolidate the 

concept of citizenship. The Council also continued to take note of the repercussions of the explosive and 

convulsive situation in the region and encourage the Council's policy, by holding a series of meetings with 

church leaders, representatives and organizations involved in relief work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

3 | P a g e  
 

MIDDLE EAST OVERVIEW | August 2019 

 

2. THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC SITUATION  

 

Egypt 
 Published in August, activity in Egypt’s non-oil private sector grew slightly in July according to IHS 

Markit, a London–based global information provider. This is its second expansion of 2019.1 

 According to Deputy Minister of Planning, Follow-up and Administrative Reform Ahmed Kamali, 

poverty rates have decreased due to the focus on social protection programs in the governorates of 

Upper Egypt.2 

 Egypt received the final 2 billion USD portion of the loan from the IMF3.  

 The Central Bank of Egypt announced foreign net reserves rose $564 million to report a record high 

of $44.917 billion by the end of July 2019.4 

 Egypt’s finance ministry has allocated 5 billion LE for the sake of constructing 13 industrial parks, as 

part of the government’s plan to reduce the unemployment rate and provide job opportunities for 

youth across the nation.5 

 Focus Economics, a leading provider of economic consensus, expect Egypt’s GDP to expand 5.5% in 

year 2020.6 

 16.5392 EG/USD official currency exchange rate.7 

 

 

 

                                                           
1Reuters, August 5, 2019, https://www.reuters.com/article/egypt-economy-pmi/egypts-non-oil-private-sector-
grows-for-the-second-time-in6, -2019-pmi-idUSL8N24Y557 
2 Egypt Today, August 4, 2019, https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/3/73532/Social-protection-programs-help-in-
decreasing-poverty-in-Upper-Egypt 
3 Aawsat, August 6, 2019, https://aawsat.com/english/home/article/1846086/egypt-receives-final-2b-portion-imf-
loan 
4 Ahram, August 6, 2019, http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/3/12/342350/Business/Economy/Egypts-
foreign-net-reserves-rise-to-record-high--b.aspx 
5 Egypt Independent, August 18 https://egyptindependent.com/egypts-finance-ministry-allocates-le5-bn-to-build-13-
industrial-parks/ 
6 Daily News Egypt, August 1, 2019, https://dailynewsegypt.com/2019/08/01/focus-economics-expects-egypts-gdp-
to-expand-5-5-in-fy-2020/ 
7 http://www.cbe.org.eg/en/EconomicResearch/Statistics/Pages/ExchangeRatesListing.aspx 

https://www.reuters.com/article/egypt-economy-pmi/egypts-non-oil-private-sector-grows-for-the-second-time-in6
https://www.reuters.com/article/egypt-economy-pmi/egypts-non-oil-private-sector-grows-for-the-second-time-in6
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Jordan 
 They country’s foreign currencies reserves have reached 14 billion USD as economy continues to 

grow.8 

 In a meeting between Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi and his Turkish counterpart Mevlut Cavusoglu, 

the two discussed the importance of increasing economic cooperation, the Palestinian cause, the 

importance of sustaining support to UNRWA, and the significance of resorting to dialogue in the Arab 

Gulf.9  

 The Seventh Conference of Expatriate Jordanian Businessmen and Investors was launched in Amman 

aiming to maintain communication between Jordanian businessmen inside and outside the country. 

The Prime Minister, which was present at the occasion, urged the businesspeople to invest in the 

opportunities that serve the national economy and to transfer their rich experiences back home.1 0 

 The real estate sector, after a survey done by the Department of Statistics at the end of July, lost 21% 

of its trade volume in comparison to last year’s numbers during the same period of time.1 1 

 The Central Bank of Jordan has lowered interest rates by 25 basis points. This move is seen to 

encourage a slight economic boost, according to credit rating agency Moody.1 2   

 1.428 USD Jordanian official currency value.1 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
8 Menafn, August 6, 2019, https://menafn.com/1098852623/Jordans-foreign-reserves-at-14bln-economy-inches-up-
25pct 
9 Jordan Times, August 7, 2019, https://jordantimes.com/news/local/finalising-jordan-turkey-economic-cooperation-
agreement-%E2%80%98crucial-step%E2%80%99 
1 0Mena Fn, August 6, 2019, https://menafn.com/1098852251/Jordanian-expatriates-conference-kicks-off 
1 1 Jordan Times, August 6, 2019, http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/low-purchasing-power-main-cause-real-
estate-sectors-ailment 
1 2Jordan Times, August 15, 2019, http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/%E2%80%98slight%E2%80%99-
economic-boost-further-interest-rate-cuts-predicted 
1 3 http://statisticaldb.cbj.gov.jo/index?action=level4 

http://statisticaldb.cbj.gov.jo/index?action=level4
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Iraq 
 

 IOM Iraq and Asiacell signed a memorandum of understanding, to contribute to economic recovery 

and private sector revitalization through tailored support to Small and Medium Enterprises.1 4  

 Iraq is currently working on a 400 million USD deal with major oil companies BP and Eni for an export 

pipeline project.1 5  

 During this month, Iraq completed preparations to start supplying Jordan with 10,000 barrels per day 

of oil from the disputed province of Kirkuk.1 6 

 Over 110 million barrels of crude in July were exported as reported by the oil ministry.1 7   

 Iraq's anti-corruption commission claimed during this month that it has recovered $1 billion in money 

stolen from state coffers in the first six months of the year, in its efforts to quell corruption.1 8 

 Iraq and Iran Sign a memorandum of cooperation to establish investment funds. Under the 

agreement, Iran’s Securities and Exchange Organization will have a branch in Iraq to provide legal and 

technical advice on the capital market.1 9  

 539 Dinar /USD Iraqi official currency exchange rate.2 0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 4 Relief Web, August 6, 2019, https://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iom-partners-asiacell-support-economic-recovery-
iraq-enarku-0 
1 5 Arab News, August 9, 2019, http://www.arabnews.com/node/1537786/business-economy 
1 6Kurdistan 24, August 19, 2019, https://www.kurdistan24.net/en/economy/20f297bf-6dec-4730-b3ed-
6d2fa8ad8ac4 
1 7 Xinhuanet, August 1, 2019, http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-08/01/c_138276062.htm 
1 8Saudi Gazette, August 2, 2019, http://saudigazette.com.sa/article/574047 
1 9 Aawsat, July 30, 2019, https://aawsat.com/english/home/article/1836281/iraq-iran-sign-agreement-establish-
investment-funds 
2 0 http://www.cbiraq.org/DataValues.aspx?dtFrm=10/31/2003&dtTo=02/18/2019&tmId=175&dtformat=MMM,yyyy 
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Lebanon 
 The cost of insuring exposure to Lebanon’s sovereign debt rose to a record high after the president 

warned of the risk of harsh financial measures from international institutions unless sacrifices are 

made to save the country from economic crisis. 2 1 

 PM Saad El Hariri claimed that Washington is intending to assist Lebanon financially and economically. 

However, he did not give out more details.2 2    

 President Michel Aoun, after the financial and economic meeting, assured that he will personally 

supervise the completion of the 2020 budget, the drawing up a plan to start $3.3 billion of projects 

approved by parliament, and the full implementation of a power sector reform plan and laws to fight 

tax evasion and regulate public tenders.2 3  

  In a survey conducted by BLOM bank, Lebanon recorded its highest rate of business activity in almost 

two and a half years, although its economy continues to shrink.2 4 

 Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates are under negotiation with the Lebanese government to 

invest in up to 23 infrastructure projects in Lebanon. 2 5 

 Fitch Ratings, an international rating agency, downgraded Lebanon's long-term foreign currency 

issuer default rating to CCC from B-.2 6  

 1507.5 LBP/ USD Lebanon official currency exchange rate. 

 
 

 

                                                           
2 1 Reuters, August 2, 2019, https://www.reuters.com/article/lebanon-economy-cds/lebanon-cds-soar-to-record-
high-after-president-says-economic-sacrifices-needed-idUSD5N220017 
2 2 Reuters, August 16, 2019, https://www.reuters.com/article/us-lebanon-economy/pm-hariri-saudi-uae-want-to-
invest-in-lebanon-idUSKCN1V615M 
2 3Aawsat, August 18, 2019, https://aawsat.com/english/home/article/1861921/lebanese-president-i-will-tend-
economic-financial-reforms 
2 4The National, August 5, 2019, https://www.thenational.ae/business/economy/lebanon-s-economic-decline-shows-
signs-of-slowing-1.894726 
2 5 Arabian Business, August 18, 2019, https://www.arabianbusiness.com/politics-economics/425944-saudi-arabia-in-
talks-to-sign-23-investment-deals-in-lebanon 
2 6 Naharnet, August 24, 2019, http://www.naharnet.com/stories/en/264040-fitch-ratings-downgrades-lebanon-s-p-
maintains-its-ratings 
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Palestine 

 

 A joint Palestinian-Jordanian team of customs administrations, in coordination with the Ministries of 

Industry, Economy and Transport of both countries, began consultations to discuss details of the 

establishment of a logistics zone for trade exchange between the two sides.2 7 

 The UN Resident Coordinator for the Palestinian Territory, Jamie McGoldrick stressed on the need for 

investment in the education system, to help Palestinian youth overcome challenges, and develop 

appropriate skills in line with future labor market requirements.2 8 

 Human Rights groups condemned Microsoft Company for funding the facial recognition Israeli 

company AnyVisions, which monitors Palestinians. 2 9 

 This month, heightened tensions and violence between Israel and Palestinians erupted, due to the 

deteriorating socioeconomic conditions of Palestinians. 3 0 

Syria 
 The Ministry of Transport raised new fees on trucks crossing Syria, increasing further the cost of 

transport to and from the country.3 1 

 According to recent reports, oil production remains stable while imports from Iran Remain High3 2.  

 A sharp increase in price of housing units sold in Loyalist Areas has been noted. On the same 

point, the Housing Conference highlighted that although there is a lack of government seriousness 

and real estate development strategies, the area has attracted investment.3 3 

 Government sets new import rule in a bid to limit inflation, especially after the last devaluation of 

Syrian currency against dollar.3 4 

 Syria started buying electricity from the private sector at a price set in Euros, while exports of 

electricity to Lebanon have been suspended.3 5 

                                                           
2 7Al-Monitor, July 31, 2019, https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2019/07/palestine-jordan-boost-trade-
logistics-zone-border-israel.html 
2 8 Middle East Monitor, August 12, 2019, https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20190812-un-official-need-to-invest-
in-education-in-palestine/ 
2 9 Forbes, August 1, 2019, https://www.forbes.com/sites/thomasbrewster/2019/08/01/microsoft-slammed-for-
investing-in-israeli-facial-recognition-spying-on-palestinians/#70069b4c6cec 
3 0 Algemeiner, August 14, 2019, https://www.algemeiner.com/2019/08/14/palestinian-authority-is-ill-prepared-to-
live-up-to-its-threat-of-economic-disengagement-from-israel/ 
3 1 https://www.syria-report.com/ 
3 2 https://www.syria-report.com/ 
3 3 https://www.syria-report.com/ 
3 4 https://www.syria-report.com/ 
3 5 https://www.syria-report.com/ 

http://gate.ahram.org.eg/News/2241918.aspx
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 The prices of industrial butane gas in the form of cylinders of 16 kilograms, has been raised to 6 

thousand pounds after it was sold for 4 thousand. The decision does not include domestic gas but 

gas used in restaurants, tourist establishments and others.3 6  

 Official Current Exchange Rate SP/USD: 435 

 

Cyprus 
 In a report published by Moody, the rising debt of Cyprus can alter the rating of the country to a 

more negative one.3 7   

 Four major credit rating agencies warned that if the recent legislative actions in the banking sector 

failed to significantly reduce non-performing loans (NPLs) which now stand at 30%, the economy 

will start to suffer.3 8 

 The country’s Statistical Service claimed during this month that the Cypriot economy grew by 3.2% 

in the second quarter of this year.3 9 

 As tensions rise between Cyprus and Turkey, Turkish Cypriot's Energy and Economy Minister 

restated that Turkey will not relinquish its rights to drill for gas.4 0   

 1.126 USD Euro official currency value4 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
3 6 https://arabic.rt.com/business/1033169 
3 7Financial Mirror, August 8, 2019, https://www.financialmirror.com/news-details.php?nid=37379 
3 8 In Cyprus, August 15, 2019, https://in-cyprus.com/autumn-economy-forecasts-clouded-by-legislative-
amendments/ 
3 9In Cyprus,  August 14, 2019,  https://in-cyprus.com/gdp-up-an-annual-3-2-in-the-second-quarter/ 
4 0 Ahval News, August 4, 2019, https://ahvalnews.com/turkey-cyprus/turkish-cypriot-minister-says-eu-sanctions-
cannot-deter-ankara-nicosia 
4 1 https://www.ecb.europa.eu/stats/policy_and_exchange_rates/euro_reference_exchange_rates/html/eurofxref-
graph-usd.en.html 
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3. THE REFUGEE SITUATION (Updated) 
 

Egypt  
 A clean-up campaign in the Nile, which included 50 volunteers from Syria, Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia, 

and Yemen besides 800 Egyptians, was launched by the UNHCR.4 2  

 At the UNESCO regional center, ASFEC, in Monufia governorate, the Arab League launched a training 

program for adult refugee trainers to train their fellow volunteers in the targeted areas with the 

aim of uprooting illiteracy.4 3 

 The latest estimates of the number of Syrian refugees in Egypt is 131,433. 4 4 

Jordan 
The UNHCR states that there are currently 660,330 registered refugees in Jordan up until August. 

The proportion of Syrian displaced people registered within the UHCR for August, are distributed as follows:  

 194,571 in Amman Governorate (29.5 %) 

 162,434 in Mafraq Governorate (24.6%) 

 136,756 in Irbid Governorate (20.7%) 

 95,199 in Zarqa Governorate (14.4%)  

 18,823 in Balqa Governorate (2.9%) 

 13,187 in Madaba Governorate (2%) 

 9,606 in Jarash Governorate (1.5%) 

 8,777 in Karak Governorate (1.3%) 

 8,257in Maan Governorate (1.3%) 

 6,763 in Ajlun Governorate (1.0%) 

 3,519 in Aqaba Governorate (0.5%) 

 1,718 in Tafilah Governorate (0.3%) 

 The UN General Assembly chief, María Fernanda Espinosa Garcés, warned of donor fatigue and 

urged continued support to Jordan to enable provision of services to thousands of Syrian refugees 

who are suffering.4 5 

                                                           
4 2Daily News Egypt, July 29, 2019, https://www.dailynewsegypt.com/2019/07/29/refugees-in-egypt-participate-in-
clean-up-of-nile/ 
4 3 Egypt Today, August 19, 2019, https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/1/73949/Arab-League-launches-training-
program-for-adult-refugee-trainers 
4 4 https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/syria/location/1 
4 5 Jordan Times, July 24, 2019, http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/unga-chief-warns-‘donor-fatigue’-refugees-
jordan-continue-suffer 
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 Lilly Carlisle, spokesperson for UNHCR Jordan, said that "If we are to continue meeting refugees' 

needs, then more flexible funding is needed in 2019,". Her statement was as a result of UNHCR's 

Jordan operations which are currently only 27 per cent funded for its annual needs.4 6 

 The Jordanian government has set up a program to train female citizens and refugees as plumbers, 

in an attempt to find jobs for the unemployed, and to solve the leakage from water pipes and tanks 

problem that is causing the country to lose 40% of its water.4 7 

Iraq 
The UNHCR states that there are currently 228,851 registered Syrian refugees in Iraq.  

The proportion of displaced Syrian people registered within the UNHCR since the beginning of August, are 

distributed as follows: 

 117,236 in Erbil (51.2%) 

 79,402 in Dahuk (34.7%) 

 29,317 in Sulaymaniyah (12.8%) 

 1,099 in Anbar (0.5%)  

 1,797 in other areas (0.7%)4 8 

 

While there is 1,665,108 IDPs, The UNHCR states that there are currently 364,612 Iraqi people who have 

displaced in Iraq for the month of July. 

The UNHCR registered Iraqi IDP movement up until the end of July, in the following governorates: 

 15,967 in Erbil (4.5%) 

 136,664 in Dahuk (38.7%) 

 14,867 in Sulaymaniyah (4.0%) 

 14,179 in Anbar (4.0%) 

 145,440 in Ninewa (41.2%) 

 25,662 in other areas (7.3%) 4 9 

 

                                                           
4 6 Jordan Times, August 14, 2019, http://jordantimes.com/news/local/unhcr-jordan-%E2%80%98only-27-cent-
funded%E2%80%99-rest-2019 
4 7Alaraby, August 15, 2019, https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/indepth/2019/8/15/jordan-trains-female-citizens-
and-refugees-as-plumbers 
4 8 https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/syria/location/15 
4 9 https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/iraq_cccm 
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 According OCHA Iraq, as of August 4, 2019, 41.1% of the funds have been received for the sake of 

IDPs.5 0 

 A senior Iraqi electoral official has warned that hundreds of thousands of Iraqi IDPs, who are spread 

out in distant territories, will only be able to vote in upcoming provincial elections from their home 

cities.5 1 

 421 internally displaced persons (IDP) have returned to their villages in Nineveh in August.5 2 

 Delovan Barwari, the US representative of the Barzani Charity Foundation, claimed that the biggest 

obstacle to the return of the 765,000 IDPs now living in the Kurdistan Region remains to be the lack 

of security in their places of origin.5 3 

 

 

Lebanon 
Since the beginning of August, the number of registered refugees in Lebanon is 926,717.  

Refugees in Lebanon are distributed as follows: 

 341,131 in Bekaa (36.8%) 

 244,931 in North Lebanon (26.4%) 

 232,846 in Beirut (25.2%) 

 107,809 in South Lebanon (11.6%)5 4 

 

 During this month, the UNHCR reported collective eviction and eviction notices to 5336 individuals 

during April and June 2019. 6563 individuals are currently under the threat of eviction.5 5   

 During August the Save The Children organization called upon the government to stop demolishing 

refugees’ homes.  

 On the 8th of August the Lebanese government partially destroyed over 350 refugees’ homes in a 

settlement in Akkar, in northern Lebanon.5 6  

                                                           
5 0 https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20190815_iraqhumanitariansnapshot_july.pdf 
5 1 Rudaw, August 14, 2019, https://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/130820193 
5 2 Rudaw, August 6, 2019, https://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/06082019 
5 3 Jurdistan 24, August 20, 2019, https://www.kurdistan24.net/en/news/5c7f6ead-7510-4233-8b3c-d99cbb6e6751 
5 4 https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/syria/location/71 
5 5 https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/70762 
5 6 Relief Web, August 12, 2019, https://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/calling-lebanese-authorities-stop-demolition-
refugees-homes-0 
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 ESCWA is currently hosting a training of trainers in Bebnine, Akkar, North of Lebanon, where over 35 

young women received a five-day training on their rights as refugees and about how to contribute 

to Syria’s peace building process.5 7 

 During August, hundreds of Palestinian refugees rallied in front of the Canadian Embassy to decry 

their situation in Lebanon and requesting asylum in Canada.5 8 

 Palestinian refugees formed a demonstration to denounce the labor minister’s decision to subject 

them to the Lebanese Labor Law on Palestinian refugees.5 9  

 Since May 13 up until August, Lebanon has deported 2,500 Syrian refugees according to Amnesty 

International.6 0 

 

Syria 
Humanitarian facts and figures: 

- 11.7 million people are in need of humanitarian assistance, of whom 5 million people are in acute 

need. 1.3 million people are living with disabilities and 0.5 million people are elderly.  

- 6.2 million people having been displaced inside Syria, with approximately 4439 displacements per 

day. The registered population movements from Jan-till April 2019 are 372,800. 6 1 

- Some 6.5 million people are food insecure and 2.5 million people are at risk of food insecurity. 6 2 

- 180,000 teachers are no longer in service, with 40 percent of schools being damaged or destroyed 

and others being used to shelter displaced people.  

- More than 3 million children under 5 years require nutritional support, including nearly 20,000 

children suffering from severe acute malnutrition. Some 1.75 million Children aged 5 to 17 years 

out of school and 1.35 million children at risk of dropping out.6 3 

 

 

 

                                                           
5 7 Relief Web, August 6, 2019, https://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/escwa-training-empowers-syrian-refugees-and-
lebanese-women-akkar 
5 8 Daily Star, August 6, 2019, http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2019/Aug-07/489215-palestinian-
refugees-request-asylum-in-canada.ashx 
5 9 Xinhuanet, August 22, 2019, http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-08/22/c_138329890.htm 
6 0 Naharnet, August 28, 2019, http://www.naharnet.com/stories/en/264173-amnesty-says-lebanon-forcibly-
deported-nearly-2-500-syrian-refugees 
6 1 https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/wfp-syria-situation-report-6-june-2019 
6 2 https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/wfp-syria-situation-report-6-june-2019 
6 3 https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2019-HAC-Syria.pdf 
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Humanitarian Need Overview Quick Summary By Sector: 

PEOPLE IN NEED BY SECTOR AND GOVERNORATE 

PIN BY SECTOR AND GOVERNORATE   2019 
Governorate 
/ Sector  

CCCM Education Health Nutrition NFI Shelter WASH ERL Protection 

Dar'a 362881 263904 755423 202716 244026 274205 830286 585021 756132 

Damascus 624613 484151 1177907 454853 362433 724866 1360814 583139 1177907 

Aleppo 990494 1331309 2614498 884310 789977 1130816 3026558 1607910 2620931 

Al-Sweida 71954 88819 184821 78234 50500 50158 250750 144686 188255 

Homs 
     
327,963       280,016  

        
878,527       377,621  

     
221,165  

     
223,445  

     
1,048,634  

     
561,323          890,731  

Hama 263095.5 500612 721020 399925 271870 258564 1032183 571529 727605 

Deir-ez-Zor 146875 240828 614500 163431 179234 191123 555611 427669 614500 

Rural Damascus 1227369 764331 2261349 711748 556585 533959 2459339 1411115 2279183 

Lattakia 451908 329645 671372 302211 202230 105281 876574 360490 674849 

Idleb 1125233.5 871066 1738432 563963 1028753 847580 2115620 1270932 1738432 

Al-Raqqa 154350 240414 501503 159115 207008 184476 521571 381305 501503 

Al-Hasakeh 249907 321688 644819 208222 193137 125147 769553 433729 654757 

Tartous 138313 229951 332099 204105 80209 51917 541519 260038 335088 

Quneitra 
       
48,963         29,891  

          
85,106         24,201  

       
16,224  

       
28,732  

          
87,709  

       
58,808            85,106  

Total 6183919 5976625 13181376 4734655 4403351 4730269 15476721 8657694 13244979 

6 4 

 

IDP movements and IDP spontaneous return movements Data From Jan to 30 June: 
 

From Jan till June 2019, the humanitarian community recorded 803459 internally displaced people across 
Syria. Of whom 522167 individuals, were displaced to locations in Idleb governorate. The second largest 
population movement was recorded in Aleppo governorate with a total of 154734 individuals, this large 
population movement is due to the ongoing violence in southern Idleb, northern Hama and western Aleppo 
governorates where people from communities affected by airstrikes, shelling and ground fighting are fleeing 
to find safety. As for returnees, the humanitarian community recorded 265828 spontaneous returnees in 
several areas across Syria. The largest number of these returns were recorded in Dar'a governorate with 
75678 returnees. The second largest number of returns were recorded in Deir-ez-Zor governorate with 
45312 returnees. 30961 returnees were recorded in Homs as the third largest governorate. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
6 4 https://hno-syria.org/data/downloads/en/full_hno_2019.pdf 
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Reasons for return: 
 

 
 
 
Priority needs: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The humanitarian community recorded the details of IDPs and returnees movements disaggregated based 
on governorates as the following: 
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Governorate IDPs' movement 
IDP Returnees' 
movements 

Aleppo 154734 29713 

Al-Hasakeh 56668 21199 

Ar-Raqqa 1422 3922 

As-Sweida - 1210 

Damascus 336 200 

Dar'a - 75678 

Deir-ez-Zor 46647 45312 

Hama 2322 18048 

Homs 7753 30961 

Idleb 522167 9830 

Lattakia 6378 - 

Quneitra - 7465 

Rural Damascus 549 22289 

Tartous 4483 - 

Grand Total till June 2019 803459 265828 

Average of IDP / Return 
movements per day 4439 1469 

Average of IDP / Return 
movements per month  133910 44305 
  6 5 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                           
6 5 https://data.humdata.org/dataset/syrian-arab-republic-idp-movements-and-idp-spontaneous-return-movements-
data 
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Cyprus 
 Refugees from the village of Pyroi handed a resolution to the government asking for the removal of 

Turkish troops so that to reopen the old Nicosia-Larnaca road, which they say will help ease traffic 

problems in the capital of Cyprus and cut journey times from Larnaca.6 6 

 The UNHCR has voiced its concern over the tremendous influx of refugees over the two years, 

claiming that the country cannot handle any more.6 7 

 According to Interior Minister Constantinos Petrides, Cyprus has recently received financial 

assistance from the European Union for additional refugee reception and hosting space to deal with 

the increasing influx of unregulated immigrants.6 8  

 Cyprus during August, has asked the European Commission to relocate over 5000 asylum seekers to 

other European countries.6 9  

 

 

4. CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

Egypt 
 In just a few days in August, 88 Churches were legalized increasing the number of Churches that were 

legalized by the Parliament’s ad hoc committee to 1109.7 0  

 Pope Tawadros II of Alexandria and Patriarch of the Holy See of St. Mark, and the Egyptian Zakat and 

Charity House donated funds for the sake of National Cancer Institute following an explosion that 

occurred in front of the building. Pope Tawadros II also expressed his condolences to the families of 

those who dies during the tragic event.7 1  
 The Grand Imam of Al-Azhar Ahmed al-Tayyeb received Pope Tawadros II, who congratulated him for 

the occasion of Eid al-Adha. Tayyeb thanked Tawadros, stressing that the relationship between Al-Azhar 

and the Coptic Orthodox Church is of noble morals and values. 7 2 

                                                           
6 6 Cyprus Mail, August 19, 2019, https://cyprus-mail.com/2019/08/19/pyroi-refugees-say-will-keep-fighting-until-
able-to-return-home/ 
6 7 Global News, August 17, 2019, https://globalnews.ca/news/5777022/asylum-seekers-cyprus-backlog/ 
6 8 Xinhuanet, August 2, 2019, http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-08/02/c_138276575.htm 
6 9 Politico, August 6, 2019, https://www.politico.eu/article/cyprus-migrant-crisis-asks-brussels-to-relocate-5000-
asylum-seekers/ 
7 0 Vatican News, August 6, 2019, https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2019-08/egypt-legalizes-coptic-
churches-built-without-permits.html 
7 1 Egypt Independent, August 8, 2019, https://www.egyptindependent.com/coptic-orthodox-church-zakat-house-
make-donations-to-national-cancer-institute/ 
7 2 Egypt Independent, August 5, 2019, https://egyptindependent.com/pope-tawadros-ii-offers-eid-al-adha-
congratulations-to-egypts-grand-imam/ 
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 Pope Tawadros II met with board members of the Coptic churches in the Arab Gulf states. During the 

event, he emphasized that a “priest needs several things such as sincerity, determination and the spirit 

of a fighter to serve his services to the Christians as a priest on the fullest”.7 3 
 Pope Tawadros II of Alexandria led a ceremony to inaugurate Tamav Basilia as the head of the 

Monastery of Virgin Mary of Haret Zewaila and Nubariah.7 4  

 Egypt’s Minister of Immigration Nabila Makram, representing His Holiness Pope Tawadros II and the 

Middle East Council of Churches, delivered a speech at the Tenth edition of Religions for Peace 

Conference in Germany, in which she highlighted the council’s message and the Egyptian state’s efforts 

in consolidating the dialogue between Islam and Christianity.7 5  

 

 Jordan 
 The 8th legal Conference of the Catholic Church Lawyers in the Middle East was launched in the Dead 

Sea region of Jordan.  The conference provided an opportunity for a better understanding of the human 

being and a service to the family, at all levels of humanity, spirituality, society and law. Participants 

included President of the Supreme Presidential Committee for Church Affairs Ramzi Khoury 

representing President Mahmoud Abbas, Father Dr. Aktham Hijazin, spokesman for the organizing 

committee of the conference, Monsignor Hanna Chaldani representing  Archbishop Pierbattista 

Pitsaballa, Apostolic Executive of the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem, Papal Ambassador to Jordan and 

Iraq Archbishop Alberto Ortega Martin, Members of the Supreme Presidential Committee for Church 

Affairs Isa Kassisat, Ambassador of the State of Palestine to the Vatican, Bethlehem Mayor Anton 

Salman, Counselor of the Holy Land, Father Ibrahim Faltas, Ambassador Malik Twal, representing the 

Jordanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and other legal experts and lawyers from Palestine, Jordan, 

Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, and Iraq, Vatican and Italy.7 6    

 Patriarch Theophollus III, Patriarch of the Orthodox Church of Jerusalem, met with Dr. Ramzi Khoury, 

Chairman of the Supreme Presidential Committee for Church Affairs, in Amman, in the presence of 

former Jordanian Minister Sami Halsa and Bishop Christo Foros Atallah, Bishop of Jordan. The meeting 

focused on ways to confront the escalating Israeli aggression against the Holy City, especially the Al-

Aqsa Mosque. The participants stressed on the principle of preserving the existing legal and historical 

                                                           
7 3 Egypt Today, August 2, 2019, https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/1/73449/Pope-Tawadros-to-meet-with-Gulf-
Coptic-churches-board-members 
7 4 Egypt Today, August 19, 2019, https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/1/73982/Pope-Tawadros-leads-prayers-on-
installation-of-new-head-of 
7 5 Egypt Independent, August 20, 2019, https://egyptindependent.com/tenth-edition-of-religions-for-peace-
conference-kicks-off-in-germany/ 
7 6 Palsawa, July 25, 2019, https://palsawa.com/post/217132/ 
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status of the holy places, the Hashemite Jordanian tutelage, and the importance of the city for the 

monotheistic religions.7 7 

 Chairman of the Supreme Presidential Committee for Church Affairs Dr. Ramzi Khouri met with 

Archbishop Suhail Diwani, President of the Central Synod of the Episcopal Church of Jerusalem and the 

Middle East, in which he emphasized on the importance of including the Middle East Council of Churches 

in promoting justice and peace in the Middle East.7 8  

 

Iraq 
 In celebration of the Feast of the Assumption of Mary, the Iraqi church of Mar Behnam and Mart Sarah 

in Qaraqosh, which was damaged and defaced by the Islamic State in 2014, was rededicated during a 

ceremony. The event included Archbishop Petros Mouche of Mosul, priests, and the local Catholic 

community to celebrate the solemnity.” 7 9 

 At the end of the Chaldean Synod, which was held from 3 to 10 August in Ankawa, the Cardinal Louis 

Raphael Sako and the Chaldean bishops invited Christians in the country to re-launch "dialogue and 

communication" and the task of "building bridges" between different ethnic groups "to promote 

coexistence" and "the development of the nation"  and its citizens ". 8 0  

 Chaldean Archbishop Bashar Warda of Irbil, Iraqi Christians face “extinction” unless it is acknowledged 

that there are violent factions that seek to force religious minorities from the country.8 1   

 

 Lebanon  
 The Maronite Patriarch Cardinal Mar Bechara Boutros Al-Rahi received at the headquarters of the 

summer patriarchate in Diman MP Stephen Douaihy accompanied by his son Antoine and Priest Antoine 

Douaihy, in the presence of Archbishop Joseph Naffaa. Issues relating to the Lebanese, those living in 

the North, the repercussions of the waste crisis, the need to find radical solutions that preserve the 

environmental and health security of all citizens without causing sectarian strife, were discussed. The 

Patriarch also met with members of the Gibran National Committee such as Chairman Joseph Fenianos 

                                                           
7 7 Maan News, August 20, 2019, http://maannews.net/Content.aspx?id=992740 
7 8 Samar News, August 21, 2019, https://samanews.ps/ar/post/385584 
7 9 Catholic News Agency, August 16, 2019, https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/iraqi-church-formerly-
defaced-by-isis-rededicated-on-assumption-feast-24201 
8 0 Asian News, August 12, 2019, http://www.asianews.it/news-en/-Chaldean-Synod:-Invitation-to-unity-and-a-
greater-presence-of-laity-in-the-Church-47731.html 
8 1 Crux Now, August 7, 2019, https://cruxnow.com/church-in-the-middle-east/2019/08/07/chaldean-archbishop-
iraqi-christians-face-extinction-unless-world-acts/ 



   

19 | P a g e  
 

MIDDLE EAST OVERVIEW | August 2019 

and Omaya Touq, Elias Chidiac, in the presence of Bishop Maroun El-Ammar, where they discussed the 

committee’s cultural activities.8 2 

 Patriarch Youssef el Absi , The Patriarch of the Melkite Greek Catholic Church, and Patriarch Beshara al-

Rahi, received an invitation to attend the memorial of the disappearance of Imam Moussa El-Sadr.8 3 

 After meeting with President Michel Aoun at the Palace of Beitidine, Patriarch Beshara al-Rahi assured 

the press that the Council of Ministers will primarily address the economic issue which is at the top of 

its agenda.8 4 
 Patriarch Youssef el Absi, met with a senior political figure Farid Elboustani at the patriarchal 

headquarters in Rabwa. The latter acknowledged that Christians in Lebanon appreciate his Beatitude’s 

endeavor to maintain a moderate political stance.8 5 
 The Papal Ambassador Joseph Spiteri, assisted by a number of bishops, inaugurated the Church of the 

Nativity in Kfardebian, in the presence of a number of dignitaries, Christian worshipers, and MP Eddie 

Maalouf.8 6 

 The Beirut Metropolitan Archbishop Elias Audi met with President of the Association of Banks, Salim 

Sfeir where they discussed the financial situation of the country.8 7  

 

Palestine  
 Patriarch Theophilos III, Patriarch of the Orthodox Church of Jerusalem, presided over the 100th 

anniversary of the founding of the National Orthodox Charitable Society in the Holy City. During the 

event, he conveyed that the success of this organization is evident, since it has withstood 100 years of 

faithful service.8 8   

 His Beatitude Theophilos III, presided over a conference organized by the International Society of the 

Holy Sepulcher in Washington, in cooperation with Hudson University, under the title “Holy Places in 

the Middle East”.  His Beatitude highlighted the dangers posed to the Christian presence in Jerusalem, 

especially after an Israeli court made the decision to adopt a ‘corrupt’ real estate deal.8 9 

 Archbishop Atallah Hanna, Archbishop of Sebastia of the Greek Orthodox claimed that the March of 

Return orchestrated in the Gaza Strip, proves Palestinian’s “attachment to the land, identity, Jerusalem 

                                                           
8 2 NNA Leb, August 20, 2019, http://nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/show-news/428302/ 
8 3 NNA Leb, August 21, 2019, http://nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/show-news/428602/ 
8 4 An Nahar, August 21, 2019,https://www.annahar.com/article/1013298 
8 5 El Nashra, August 23, 2019, https://www.elnashra.com/news/show/1341212/ 
8 6 LBC group, August 17, 2019,https://www.lbcgroup.tv/news/d/lebanon/462999 
8 7 NNA Leb, August 22, 2019, http://nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/show-news/428755/ 
8 8 Ammon News, August 12, 2019, https://www.ammonnews.net/article/476882 
8 9 Alwatan Voice, August 1, 2019, https://www.alwatanvoice.com/arabic/news/2019/08/01/1264154.html 

https://www.elnashra.com/news/show/1341212/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%A9:-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%B7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%83-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D9%85%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A9-%D9%83%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-
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and holy sites and their rejection of the deal of the century and all suspicious projects aimed at 

liquidating our national cause”.9 0 

 Archbishop Atallah Hanna, during a meeting with journalists, claimed that Israel is committing a crime 

of the era in Jerusalem in light of the Palestinian division and Arab weakness.9 1 

Syria 

 The Syriac Monastery of Saint Ephrem in Sednayah Syria received His Holiness Ignatius Aphrem II, the 

Patriarch of the Syriac Orthodox Church, Patriarch John X the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch and 

All The East, Patriarch Youssef Absi the Patriarch of the Melkite Greek Catholic Church, Cardinal Mario 

Zinari Papal Ambassador to Syria, and heads of the Christian Churches of Damascus. The attendees 

discussed the general situation in the region, and the impact of the painful tragedies over the past years 

on the people of the region in general, and especially on the Christians, whose number has been 

disturbingly reduced by various displacements. Nevertheless, the participants claimed that they 

continue to be a model of active citizenship and are well aware of their duties and rights.9 2 

 The Syriac National Council of Syria, together with the Syriac Union Party, and the American Syriac Union 

issued appealed for prayer, fearful that Turkey plans to make good its numerous threats to invade the 

region with its military forces.9 3 

 On the Feast of the Assumption on August 15, as part of an ecumenical initiative by the Aid to the Church 

in Need, Pope Francis,  during the Angelus prayer in St. Peter’s Square, blessed 6,000 rosaries destined 

for Christians in Syria who have had relatives or family members abducted or murdered during the civil 

war.9 4 

 

 

                                                           
9 0 Middle East Monitor, August 19, 2019, https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20190819-hanna-march-of-return-
reaffirms-palestinian-rights/ 
9 1 Raia Lyoum, August 23, 2019, 
https://www.raialyoum.com/index.php/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-
%D8%AD%D9%86%D9%91%D8%A7-%D8%A5%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%8A%D9%84-
%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%83%D9%90%D8%A8-%D8%AC%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%85%D8%A9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9/ 
9 2 EL Nashra, August 12, 2019, https://www.elnashra.com/news/show/1338669 
9 3 Cruz Now, August 17, 2019, https://cruxnow.com/church-in-the-middle-east/2019/08/17/christians-in-northeast-
syria-appeal-for-prayer-for-safety/ 
9 4 Altelia, August 21, 2019, https://aleteia.org/2019/08/21/pope-francis-blesses-6000-rosaries-for-syrian-families/ 
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Cyprus 
 The embassy of the Russian Federation in Cyprus has stressed that the Russian Orthodox Church always 

respects the independence of the Church of Cyprus which has absolute jurisdiction all over the island.9 5  

 

5. MECC HEADQUARTERS ACTIVITIES 
 

Irish Delegation Visit (August 1) 

A delegation of professors and students from the Priority Institute, TCD and DCIF met on Thursday August 

1, the MECC Secretary General Dr. Souraya Bechealany and the MECC Director of the Theology and 

Ecumenical Department Rev. Fr Gaby Hachem at the Council's Headquarter in Beirut. 

 
          Irish Delegation visiting MECC, August 1, 2019 photo credit: MECC website  

                                                           
9 5 In Cyprus, August 20, 2019, https://in-cyprus.com/russia-stresses-respect-for-autocephaly-of-cyprus-church/ 
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During the meeting, the delegation was acquainted with the MECC and its future projects. Moreover, Fr 

Gaby Hachem briefed the delegation on the MECC theological and humanitarian activities. In turn, the 

delegation expressed interest in the role of the council in interfaith dialogue. 

From her end, the Secretary General focused on the MECC future goals and projects in the service of human 

dignity, talking about her experience as the first woman to hold such a position in the Middle East Council 

of Churches. 

 

MECC Visits Patriarch Theophilos III (August 20) 

His Beatitude Theophilos III, the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of the Holy City and all other Palestine and Jordan 

received the MECC Secretary General Dr. Souraya Bechealany at the Patriarchate headquarter in Jordan. 

The Secretary General of the Patriarchate His Eminence Archbishop Aristarchos and the director of the 

MECC’s Office in Amman, Mrs. Wafaa Goussous, was present at the meeting. 

 
Dr. Souraya Bechealany with his Beatitude Theophilos III, August 20, 2019, Photo Credit: MECC website 

 

The visit was aimed to brief His Beatitude on the MECC projects and its development, as well as the 

preparations of future activities, most notably the upcoming General Assembly meeting in 2020. Moreover, 

the assembled discussed the activities of the MECC’s Jordan office and its role in Jordan and the Holy Land. 
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MECC at the Assembly of Religions for Peace in Germany (August 20)  

The MECC, represented by Egypt's Immigration and Expatriates' Affairs minister, Dr. Nabila Makram, 

participated at the 10th World Assembly of Religions for Peace. The conference, which was held in the 

German city of Lindau on Tuesday the 20th of August 2019 under the theme “Caring for our Common Future  ̶

Advancing Shared Well-being,” was attended by about 100 countries and 900 religious, political and official 

leaders, as well as high-level representatives of governments. The United Nations also participated, along 

with intergovernmental organizations and activists in promoting tolerance and interfaith dialogue. 

 
Dr. Nabila Makram at the conference, August 20, 2019, Photo Credit: MECC website 

 

Minister Makram met with Dr. Faisal bin Muammar, the Secretary General of the King Abdullah bin Abdul-

Aziz International Centre for Interreligious and Intercultural Dialogue, and the Secretary General of the 

KAICIID Foundation, during which Dr. Faisal considered that Dr. Makram’s representation for the Egyptian 

Government and the MECC in the assembly is particularly good in terms of spreading the culture of tolerance 

and dialogue, bringing communities together, rejecting violence and founding the basics of peace among 

the people of the world. 

Moreover, Minister Makram delivered a speech during a private session under the title: “Women of the 

Middle East and North Africa as Peacemakers”. As such, she conveyed the Middle East Council of Churches’ 

vision on the importance of the role of women in promoting and disseminating a culture of dialogue, peace 
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and mediation to bring together people of different religions, especially in the Middle East, the cradle of 

heavenly religions.  

 

MECC Visits NECCCRW (August 21) 

The MECC Secretary General Dr. Souraya 

Bechealany visited the “Near East Council of 

Churches Committee for Refugee Work” 

(NECCCRW) of the Department of Service to 

Palestinian Refugees (DSPR) which is a part 

of MECC, in Amman Jordan, on Tuesday, 

August 20, 2019. During her meeting with 

the heads of the Department, Dr. 

Bechealany was briefed on the 

Department's work and its humanitarian 

and relief activities. This visit aimed at the 

continuous working together among the 

various MECC offices and departments in 

the Middle East in the service of human 

dignity. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Souraya Bechealany visiting NECCCRW, August 20, 2019, photo credit: 
MECC website.   
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MECC hosts Spiritual Meeting in Syria (August 23) 
The MECC Theological and Ecumenical Department (TED) organized a spiritual meeting for the Council’s 

team in Syria on Friday, August 23, 2019. Father Gabi Hachem, the director of the TED, and Mr. Samer 

Laham the director of the Diakonia Department participated in this meeting which was entitled “Tabitha, 

Arise”.The title of the meeting embodies genuine fraternity and the love of Jesus through loving the other.  

 

 
MECC hosting spiritual meeting in Syria, August 23, 2019, Photo Credit: MECC Website 

 

During the meeting, Sister Emily emphasized on the importance of respecting the human dignity in the relief 

work, stressing that humanitarian and spiritual service should always precede the material service. She also 

explained the importance of spiritual growth of relief workers, so they can follow the example of Jesus 

Christ, who encourages us to work with the church that serves all without distinction. 

 

In a similar context, the Diakonia Department’s director, Mr. Samer Laham, stressed that the MECC workers 

serve the church by serving the other. He pointed out the importance of the retreats in the development 

and spiritual depth of relief workers to enable them see Jesus Christ in the others. 
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From his end, Father Gaby Hachem spoke about the meaning of genuine fraternity. Explaining that through 

the love of the other, we can love Jesus Christ who loved us first by sacrificing himself to save us, and asking 

us to love one another. 

 

 

MECC Strategic Meeting At Shwayya (August 29) 
A meeting of the Middle East Council of Churches, which was called for by Secretary General Dr. Souraya 

Bechealany and which was graciously received by Patriarch John X., was held at the Patriarchal Monastery 

of Saint Elias Shwayya on the 29th of August 2019. 

 

 
MECC Strategic Meeting at Shwayya, August 29, 2019, photo credit: MECC website 

 

Along with his Beatitude Patriarch John X, Patriarch of Antioch and all the East of the Greek Orthodox and 

President of the Middle East Council of Churches for the Family of Orthodox Churches, the meeting was 

attended by, His Holiness Patriarch Mar Ignatius Ephrem II, Patriarch of Antioch and all the East and the 

supreme head of the Syriac Orthodox Church in the world, President of the Middle East Council of Churches 

for the family of Eastern Orthodox Churches, His Beatitude Cardinal Mar Louis Rafael I Sako,  Chaldean 

Patriarch and President of the Middle East Council of Churches for the Catholic Church Family, andPastor 

Dr. Habib Badr, President of the National Evangelical Union, and Chairman of the Middle East Council of 

Churches for the Family of Evangelical Churches. 
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The meeting was also attended by members of the Council's Strategic Support Group, His Excellency Bishop 

Paul Sayah, Dr. Jean Salmanian and Dr. Michel Abs. 

The participants discussed issues relating to the Christian presence in the Middle East, and ways of facing 

the various challenges, to protect the dignity of the human being in the Middle East and to consolidate the 

concept of citizenship in the region. The Secretary-General outlined the strategies that the Council will adopt 

to achieve this, through an integrated project based on a unified vision among all ecclesial families. 

Moreover, The Presidents were briefed on the financial and administrative measures taken by the General 

Secretariat of the Council to enhance MECC’s capabilities at the theological, humanitarian and media level. 

The participants also decided on the venue and date of the next General Assembly of the Middle East Council 

of Churches and the meeting of the Executive Committee in 2020. 

 

 

MECC Meets The Pope (Sept 1) 
His Holiness Pope Francis received in his office at the Vatican City the MECC Secretary General Dr. Souraya 

Bechealany at the head of a delegation, which included the MECC director of theological and Ecumenical 

Department Rev. Fr Gaby Hachem, the National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Lebanon Rev. 

Fr. Rouphael Zougheib and the MECC Policies and Communication Advisor Ziad El Sayegh. During the forty 

minutes meeting, Dr. Bechealany briefed the pope on the history of MECC and its ecumenical mission, 

thanking the Pope for the exceptional initiatives to strengthen the ecumenical processes to serve the 

witnessing for Jesus Christ as a servant of human dignity. Afterwards, Dr. Bechealany stressed on the core 

of the path of “Kairos Middle East Towards a Churche Global Compact” process, which carries a filial 

convergence with the Pope's vision and his apostolic positions at this delicate period in the history of the 

Middle East and the world. 
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His Holiness Pope Francis with Rev. Fr Gaby Hachem, Dr. Souraya Bechealany, Rev. Fr. Rouphael Zougheib, Ziad El Sayegh, 

September 1, 2019, photo credit: MECC website 

 

The Secretary General asked the Pope for his Apostolic Blessing, pledging to complete the path of KCGC 

before the next General Assembly which will be held in Baghdad, Iraq, in September 2020. 

Moreover, the Secretary General emphasized that Christians are not minorities and are not in need of any 

protection, but by their testimony, they are building bridges with their partners of all religions in the region 

and the world. 

From his part, His Holiness Pope Francis welcomed the MECC Secretary General and the accompanying 

delegation, and reminded them of Dr. Bechealany’s intervention at the ecumenical meeting in Bari on July 

2018. 

The Pope called on MECC to work hard to an effective development for the concept and experience of 

synodality, which is at the heart of the Church’s unity and the strong expression of the dynamicity of the 

Holy Spirit in it.  

Pope Francis praised the efforts of the Secretary General as a woman at the head of the Council, and 

reminded her and the delegation that “the Church is a woman, is it not the bride of Christ?” 

After receiving the Blessing of His Holiness to MECC, Dr. Bechealany has an exceptional wish for his holiness 

to embark for launching a third Vatican Council, in the third millennium, as the world awaits a prophetic 

voice in the face of rising waves of populism, racist, nationalism and extremism. The Pope replied: "Pray for 

me, this is not easy." 
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At the beginning of the meeting, the Secretary General had offered Pope Francis an icon of St. Ignatius of 

Antioch, as a symbol of unity among the Churches, while the Pope granted her and the delegation the papal 

medal. 

 

6. MECC Humanitarian activities August 2019 
 

Lebanon 
 Completed in Tripoli 125-hour course on Home Care for the Elderly. 25 Syrian and Lebanese women 

benefited from the highly in demand practice. 

 Launched photography session in Hadatha (48 hours). During this workshop, 20 women learned how 
to take photos and how to work on the photos using photo-shop.   

 Provided soap production training in Chakra (30 hours). The participants learned how to use accessible 
oil, mainly olive oil to produce soap.                          

 Conducted life skills sessions in south of Lebanon targeting 60 women. Topics of these sessions were: 
Stress management, budget management, parenting skills.  

  Launched recreational summer camp with Tebnin SDC in South Lebanon. The summer camp gathered 
206 children from Hadtha and Syrian children living in the village. The major activities implemented 
during the summer camp were: Story-telling, hygiene awareness sessions, games, sports activities, 
handicrafts. Also two full open days were implemented, a kermes day and a theater play, which 
gathered more than 400 children each. 

 Continued food security sessions in which courses relating to marketing products and projects were 
given. 2 sessions were carried out in 5 villages of the Akkar Governorate, namely in Jdide, Andket, 
Chadra, Ayn yaacoub and Bazbina. 

 Carried out 3 sessions of Psychosocial activities including drama therapy, in Mount Lebanon targeting 
Syrians and Iraqi GBV survivors. Sessions revolved around health, hope and happiness as well as acting 
out untold traumas and stories. 

 Launched health awareness sessions on Child Obesity in Mount Lebanon, targeting Iraqi and Syrian 
refugee women. 
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Home care session, August 2019, Photo Credit: Diakonia 
Lebanon 

Summer Camp, August 2019, Photo Credit: Diakonia Lebanon 

Soap production training, August 2019, Photo Credit: Diakonia 
Lebanon 

Photoshop session, August 2019, Photo Credit: Diakonia Lebanon 
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Soft skills session, August 2019, Photo Credit: Diakonia Lebanon 

 

Syria 
 Completed the distribution of small grants to recover 21 broken businesses in AlZabadani. 

 Completed business startup course for 139 beneficiaries graduated from vocational training in Izraa and 
Al-Tal. 

 Continued waste management activities in Maarba and Daraa AlBalad by hiring 80 workers. 

 Launched vocational training activities for 80 trainees in Maarba and Daraa AlBalad. 

 Distributed hygiene kits, blankets and school kits to 380 families in Christian valley. 

 Continued rehabilitation of six public schools in Kherbet Ghazaleh and Daraa AlBalad. 

 Continued of two summer schools in Kherbet Ghazaleh and Daraa AlBalad for 400 students. 

 Launched the tender process to purchase 2625 school kits to be distributed in Daraa. 

 Launched the rehabilitation program for 24 shops in Aleppo and Daraa. 

Health awareness session, August 2019, Photo Credit: Diakonia 
Lebanon 
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Summer schools for 400 students in Maarba and Daraa Al-Balad, August, 2019, photo credit: Diakonia Syria 

Waste management in Maarba and Daraa Al-Balad, August, 2019, photo credit: Diakonia Syria 
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7. CONCLUSION 
 

The MECC, using its proactive policies, remains to be an upholder of interfaith dialogue, tolerance, 

peace, and justice. Although tensions are increasing at a distressing rate, the council continuously acts 

to deter any events that may occur as a result of political discord. By continuing our mission, to build 

bridges with local and international communities, and constantly securing support from members of 

regional governments, the MECC is becoming stronger and a reputable influencer. Therefore, with the 

new alliances we make, we are becoming ever at the ready to face the repercussions of any danger 

that might inflame the region in the coming months.  

        

  


