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1. BACKGROUND 
 

During the month of April, the world witnessed a major tragedy: The bombing of Christian 

communities in Colombo, Sri Lanka. As such, a massive hate crime was orchestrated on Christians, 

reiterating a history of persecution on the followers of Jesus Christ. While Christian communities and 

their NGOs have been succeeding in building bridges with other non-Christian entities, it seems more 

work is needed to establish mutual trust, respect, and most importantly, love.    

 

Luckily, the Middle East Council of Churches, is not any entity that stays silent nor is it a community 

which endorses passivity. We, the MECC, during this month, have condemned such an act of violence, 

and have taken endeavors to solidify our relationship with Christ-following communities, in an attempt 

to bolster our unity, and to stand against prospective challenges, as one. 
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2. THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC SITUATION  

Egypt 
 Egypt’s Parliament’s newly approved constitutional changes will allow President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi 

to in power until 2030, as authorities attempt to block a growing online petition against the 

changes1. 

 According to Vice President of the Federation of Industries Tarek Tawfik, the country needs to 

integrate small, medium and micro enterprises to activate the Egyptian economy, when the informal 

economy exceeds 50% of Egyptian economy.2 

 Inflation fell to less than 10%. Unemployment is currently at 13%.3   

 Up until April, Egyptian bonds and stocks, increased by 15% on the Morgan Stanley Capital 

International core emerging markets index, continued to draw strong foreign investor inflows 

around the spring International Monetary Fund-World Bank gathering.4   

 Due to the increasing investments in the country, the latest estimate of the GDP for 2019 is 5.9%.5 

 The price of one barrel of oil slipped to around $71 as a result of OPEC intentions to increase oil 

production.6 

 El-Attal Holding, an Egyptian company, will launch $635mln housing projects in the coming 3 years.7 

  Russia and Egypt have recently signed an agreement to supply the Middle East nation with Uranium 

by building 2nd reactor in Inshas province8. 

 17. 3386 EG/USD official currency exchange rate.9 

 

                                                           
1
Bloomberg, April 16, 2019,https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-04-16/surprising-none-el-sisi-gets-

egypt-lawmakers-nod-through-2030 
2
 Egypt Today, April 16, 2019, https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/3/68388/Informal-economy-exceeds-50-of-

Egyptian-economy 
3
Egypt Today, Apr. 14, 2019, https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/3/68314/World-has-confidence-in-Egypt-s-

economy-Inflation-fell-to 
4
Asia Times, April 16, 2019, https://www.asiatimes.com/2019/04/article/egypt-effusive-praise-tempts-securities-

stumble/ 
5
Egypt Today, April 8, 2019, http://www.egypttoday.com/Article/3/68043/Kuwaiti-investments-in-Egypt-estimated-

at-4-7-billion-dollars 
6
Egypt Today, April 16, 2019, https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/3/68383/Oil-slips-to-71-hit-by-talk-of-higher-

OPEC 
7
 Thomson Reuters, April 16, 2019, 

https://www.zawya.com/mena/en/business/story/Egypts_ElAttal_Holding_to_launch_635mln_housing_projects_in_
3_years__Chairman-SNG_142539174/ 
8
 Mena Fn, April 16,2019, https://menafn.com/1098397386/Russia-Egypt-sign-agreement-on-uranium-supply-to-

2nd-research-reactor-in-Inshas 
9
 http://www.cbe.org.eg/en/EconomicResearch/Statistics/Pages/ExchangeRatesListing.aspx 
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Jordan 
 

 The European Investment Bank (EIB), aiming to improve people’s lives, will invest USD 1 billion 

during 2019-2020, by financing 77 projects such as the first commercial utility-scale wind power in 

the Middle East called Tafila windfarm, and the Amman Ring Road, which improved traffic 

management in the capital.10 

 At a tech and creative industries incubator and business accelerator similar to Silicon Valley backed 

by King Abdullah, dozens of entrepreneurs were given 10,000 Jordanian dinars and six months of 

mentorship to turn their idea into a sustainable and thriving business. This comes as an attempt to 

make use of highly skilled people and human resources, and attract rich Gulf countries to invest in 

those people. 11 

 Jordan, Cyprus, and Greece agreed to expand their cooperation with one another by paving the way 

for private businesses to establish joint projects that capitalize on available trade opportunities.12 

 Jordan’s GDP for the year 2019 is estimated to be 2.2%.13 

 1.428 USD Jordanian official currency value.14 

 

Iraq 
 

 Gazprom has commissioned a third production well at its Sarqala field in the Kurdistan Region of 

Iraq. The new well is estimated to produce 12,000 bpd.
15   

 Iraq has exported 3.25mln bpd from Southern Ports so far in April.16 

 During a 2-day visit to Baghdad, Saudi Minister of Commerce and Investment Majid bin Abdullah al-

Qasabi, announced that Iraq will receive $1 billion in loans, $500 million to boost exports and an 

offer to build a 100,000-seat sports stadium as a gift.17 

                                                           
10

 Venture Magazine, April, 09, 2019, http://www.venturemagazine.me/2019/04/eib-building-economic-resilience-
in-jordan/ 
11

 The National, April 5, 2019, https://www.thenational.ae/business/economy/world-economic-forum-mena-2019-
jordan-becomes-a-start-up-hub-to-boost-economy-1.844949 
12

 http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/business-forum-organised-sidelines-trilateral-summit-cyprus-greece 
13

 Jordan Times, April 15, 2019, http://jordantimes.com/news/local/jordans-economic-growth-projections-2019-
drop-slightly-22 
14

 http://statisticaldb.cbj.gov.jo/index?action=level4 
15

Oil Review, April 15, 2019, http://www.oilreviewmiddleeast.com/exploration-production/gazprom-neft-expands-
oil-production-in-iraq 
16

 Reuters, April 17, 2019, https://www.reuters.com/article/mideast-factors/mideast-factors-to-watch-april-17-
idUSL5N21Z0E7 

http://statisticaldb.cbj.gov.jo/index?action=level4
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 Iraqi President Barham Salih called on Iraqi international companies to invest in Iraq and to 

contribute to the development of the country18. 

 The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and Iraq, during the month of April, made started the 

implementation of a joint action plan for 2019 to 2024. The plan has three main pillars: Political and 

security, trade and investment, and people-to-people engagement. 19  

 Dr Liam Fox, The International Trade Secretary, in a meeting with Prime Minister announced that an 

additional £1bn of support available for British firms operating in Iraq, aiming to provide jobs and 

promote stability in the region. 

 540 Dinar /USD Iraqi official currency exchange rate.20 

Lebanon 
 French Ambassador to Lebanon Bruno Fouche, during a press conference, claimed that the CEDRE 

funds will be released during the second half of 2019 if the electricity sector in Lebanon is 

reformed21.  

 PM Saad El Hariri, in a bid to save the economy, stressed on the importance of forming new 

austerity measures that will be slashing deficit.22 

 The Finance Minister, quoting the World Bank, claimed that the country is not doing enough to 

enact economic reforms.23 

 As part of the new government’s endeavor to crack down on corruption, the judiciary branch of the 

country is under strict monitoring as corrupt judges are being held accountable.24  

 To combat the proliferation of drugs in Lebanon, an anti-drug campaign is underway in the Bekaa 

area where several smugglers have been apprehended.25 

                                                                                                                                                                                               
17

The Arab Weekly, April 14, 2019, https://thearabweekly.com/iraqis-welcome-closer-ties-saudi-arabia-face-iranian-
influence 
18

Iraqi News, April 15, 2019, https://www.iraqinews.com/features/salih-urges-intl-companies-to-make-use-of-
investment-opportunities-in-iraq/  
19

Arab News, April 17, 2019, http://www.arabnews.com/node/1483396 
20

 http://www.cbiraq.org/DataValues.aspx?dtFrm=10/31/2003&dtTo=02/18/2019&tmId=175&dtformat=MMM,yyyy 
21

 Nahar Net, April 18, 2019http://www.naharnet.com/stories/en/259215-french-ambassador-lebanese-govt-must-
implement-strict-measures 
22

 Daily Star, April 17, 2019, https://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2019/Apr-17/481381-hariri-calls-
for-strict-austerity-measures-to-save-economy.ashx 
23

 Alarbiya, March 30, 2019, http://english.alarabiya.net/en/business/economy/2019/03/30/World-Bank-Lebanon-
economic-reforms-not-at-expected-level-.html 
24

Daily Star, April 16, 2019, http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2019/Apr-16/481282-aoun-
independent-judiciary-main-bulwark-against-corruption.ashx 
25

 Daily Star, April 15, 2019, https://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2019/Apr-15/481221-three-
arrested-on-suspicion-of-smuggling-alcohol-drugs-tobacco.ashx 
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 The World Bank has voiced its concern over an imminent seismic hazard in Lebanon’s Bisri Valley. 

The planned reservoir, will involve 33 billion gallons of water pressuring the point where an 

earthquake occurred six decades ago, killing dozens and leveling thousands of homes26.  

 In a meeting with Lebanese Agriculture Minister Hasan Lakkis, Syrian Prime Minister Imad Khamis 

emphasized the importance of cross-border trade between his country and Lebanon. The Syrian 

premier alleged that past agreements between the two countries should be revised, or even 

replaced with new ones, to promote bilateral economic cooperation.27 

 1507.5 LBP/ USD Lebanon official currency exchange rate. 

 

Palestine 

 The World Bank has asked Israel to ease restrictions on imports to Palestine, concluding that 

limitations have led to the stall of Palestinian economy.28 

 In an attempt to implement Western models of administration, Palestine’s national bank will be 

imposing gender quotas. This means that the bank in the coming years will strive for a fifty-fifty 

gender split.29 

 The new Palestinian PM Mohammad Shtayyeh, blames US for financial war against the country.30 

 The Trump administration has recently announced the lay-off of most of the USAID employees in 

Palestine as budget cuts increase.31 

 The Palestine Investment Fund will start to invest in offshore gas by doubling assets.32 

 The Palestinian Ministry of Health in Ramallah, halts medical transfers to Isreali hospitals. Under the new 

policy, the Ministry will find alternatives in government and private hospitals.33 

 Education Cannot Wait announced an 11.7 million USD funding to support the launch of a multi-year 

educational response program aiming to reach 320,000 children in Palestine. 34 

                                                           
26

Asia Times, April 18, 2019, https://www.asiatimes.com/2019/04/article/world-bank-dam-will-sit-in-lebanon-quake-
zone/ 
27

 Daily Star, April 10, 2019, http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2019/Apr-10/480819-trade-with-
lebanon-crucial-syrian-prime-minister.ashx 
28

 The National, April 18, 2019, https://www.thenational.ae/business/economy/world-bank-urges-israel-to-ease-
restrictions-as-palestinian-economy-stalls-1.850598 
29

Arab News, April 7, 2019, http://www.arabnews.com/node/1479111/business-economy 
30

 An Nahar, April 17, 2019, https://en.annahar.com/article/961825-palestinian-pm-accuses-us-of-financial-war 
31

 NPR, April 17, 2019,https://www.npr.org/2019/04/17/714269010/u-s-aid-agency-is-preparing-to-lay-off-most-
local-staff-for-palestinian-projects 
32

 The National, April 9, 2019,https://www.thenational.ae/business/palestine-s-fund-looks-to-double-assets-and-
develop-offshore-gaza-gas-1.846953 
33

 Al Monitor, April 4, 2019, https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2019/03/palestine-health-ministry-halt-
medical-referrals-israel.html 
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 Thousands of Palestinians rallied throughout the occupied West Bank in support of the 6000 

prisoners being held in Israeli prisons for resisting the occupation during the Palestinian Prisoner 

Day.35 

Syria 
 Astana talks took place on 25-26 April. The talks mainly re-affirmed previous commitments made by 

Russia, Turkey and Iran about the sovereignty, independence and unity of the Syrian land, and that 

no military solution can solve the Syrian conflict. Also, talks focused on the re-launch Constitutional 

Committee as soon as possible and issues regarding refugees and displaced individuals.  36 

 A series of violations (clashes and shelling) were made in the North West buffer zone between 

governmental forces and armed groups. The clashes took place in Aleppo, Latakia, Idlib and Hama37. 

 Blom Bank has said that it would not return to Syria unless western sanctions are lifted, the most 

explicit statement yet on the reluctance of Lebanese banks to operate in the Syrian market. 

 The Commercial Bank of Syria has announced a change in the interest rates it pays on foreign 

currency deposit accounts. 

 The Aleppo governorate is establishing a holding company to manage its assets, including developing 

real estate projects. 

 The Ministry of Transport has said that it has accepted a request from Qatari authorities to allow 

Qatar Airways to fly over Syrian territory again. 

 Jordan and Syria are to reopen a shared free trade area on their common border. 

 437.5 SP/USD Official Currency Exchange Rate  

 

Cyprus 
 President Nicos Anastasiades via a press conference, highlights intentions to increase bilateral 

economic cooperation with Georgia38. 

                                                                                                                                                                                               
34

Relief Web, April 10, 2019, https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/education-cannot-wait-
announces-us117-million-catalytic-grant 
35

Wafa, April 17, 2019, http://english.wafa.ps/page.aspx?id=0MeRUka110108304570a0MeRUk 
36

Al-Monitor, April 30,2019, https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2019/04/russia-turkey-iran-nursultan-
astana-talks.html 
37

 Daily Sabah, May 1, 2019, https://www.dailysabah.com/syrian-crisis/2019/05/01/assad-russia-step-up-attacks-on-
opposition-areas-in-syrias-hama-idlib-activists-say 

https://www.syria-report.com/directory/banking-and-finance/banks/commercial-bank-syria
https://www.syria-report.com/directory/political-institutions/ministries/ministry-transport
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 Finance Minister Harris Georgiades claims that this year’s goal is to limit public debt to 96 per cent 

of GDP.39  

 The rating agency, Fitch, noted that Cyprus’ ratings balance per capita GDP and governance 

indicators is in line with ‘A’ rather than the `BBB` median due to the broad-based economic 

recovery and a substantial budget surplus with the crisis legacy of high public debt and non-

performing exposures (NPEs) in the banking sector.40 

 At the end of March, Cyprus noted a severe drop in unemployment. It fell by 13.4%.41  

 The US Congress will introduce the Eastern Mediterranean Security and Partnership Act, which 

would lift the decades-old arms embargo on Cyprus. The bill will authorize the current 

administration to enhance energy cooperation agreements between Cyprus, Greece and Israel. 

However, experts argue that this will increase tensions with Turkey42. 

 1.268 USD Euro official currency value43 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                               
38

 In Cyprus, April 18, 2019, https://in-cyprus.com/president-highlights-prospects-for-advancing-economic-
cooperation-with-georgia/ 
39

 Cyprus Mail, April 18, 2019, https://cyprus-mail.com/2019/04/18/economy-improving-but-difficult-decisions-
remain-says-minister/ 
40

 Financial Mirror, April 15, 2019, http://www.financialmirror.com/news-details.php?nid=36820 
41

 In Cyprus, April 4, 2019, https://in-cyprus.com/number-of-registered-unemployed-down-an-annual-13-4/ 
42

 Al monitor, April 11, 2019, https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2019/04/congress-new-irritant-us-turkey-
relations-cyprus-push.html 
43

 https://www.ecb.europa.eu/stats/policy_and_exchange_rates/euro_reference_exchange_rates/html/eurofxref-
graph-usd.en.html 

https://www.rubio.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/8e95052f-83e8-4970-8528-bdd1941dccfc/08177CD5B2BB6CB876E76F2EAFC5847A.eastern-med-res.pdf
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3. THE REFUGEE SITUATION (Updated) 
 

Egypt 
 280,000 registered refugees and asylum-seekers predominantly from Iraq, Eritrea, Ethiopia, South 

Sudan, Sudan, Syria and Yemen44, are being hosted by Egypt’s UNHCR. 

  Among the refugees who are under UNHCR support, 132,281 are Syrian refugees.45 

 Egypt has recently extended its “100 Million Seha” campaign to include refugees and asylum-

seekers.46   

 According to news reports, the Trump administration may ask Egypt to grant citizenship to 

Palestinian refugees in exchange for billions of dollars in financial aid47.  

 

Jordan 
The UNHCR states that there are currently 660,393 registered refugees in Jordan as of mid-April.  

The proportion of Syrian displaced people registered within the UHCR for April, are distributed as follows:  

 195,404 in Amman Governorate (29.6 %) 

 159,923 in Mafraq Governorate (24.2%) 

 137,539 in Irbid Governorate (20.9%) 

 95,112 in Zarqa Governorate (14.4%)  

 19,336 in Balqa Governorate (2.9%) 

 13,337 in Madaba Governorate (2%) 

 9,749 in Jarash Governorate (1.5%) 

 8,906 in Karak Governorate (1.3%) 

 8,182 in Maan Governorate (1.2%) 

 6,855 in Ajlun Governorate (1.0%) 

 3,542 in Aqaba Governorate (0.5%) 

 1,737 in Tafilah Governorate (0.3%) 

 The UNHCR, which needs 371.8 million USD, have received up until April, 17% of the funding48. 

                                                           
44

 http://reporting.unhcr.org/egypt 
45

 https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/syria/location/1 
46

 Africa News, April 11, 2019, https://www.africanews.com/2019/04/11/unhcr-who-commend-egypt-s-inclusion-of-
refugees-in-100-million-seha/ 
47

Daily Sabah, April 8, 2019, https://www.dailysabah.com/mideast/2019/04/08/palestinian-refugees-a-big-question-
for-trumps-plan 
48

 https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/syria/location/36 
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 The Government of Japan has committed USD 3.57 million of funding to UNHCR Jordan to provide 

assistance to Syrian refugees living in urban areas, Zaatari and Azraq refugee camps.49 

 Similarly to Egypt, the Trump administration may ask Jordan to grant Palestinian refugees 

citizenship50. 

Iraq 
The UNHCR states that there are currently 253,672 registered Syrian refugees in Iraq.  

The proportion of displaced people registered within the UNHCR for April, are distributed as follows: 

 129,086 in Erbil (50.9%) 

 88,702 in Dahuk (35%) 

 32,663 in Sulaymaniyah (12.9%) 

 1,102 in Anbar (0.4%)  

 2,119 in other areas (0.8%)51 

 4,000 people, including women and children, had voluntarily registered their names to return to 

Baghdad from Syria, as part of a deal to return 31,000 displaced people.52 

 Since 6.7 million people are in critical need of support The UN agency International Organization 

for Migration (IOM) has launched an emergency appeal for displaced people in Iraq.53  

 According to the IOM, 1.8 million Christians remain displaced across Iraq five years after the Isis 

onslaught began.54 

Lebanon 
 Since the 31st of March, the number of registered refugees in Lebanon is 944,613.  

 Refugees in Lebanon are distributed as follows: 

 342,560 in Bekaa (36.3%) 

 247,863 in North Lebanon (26.2%) 

 242,008 in Beirut (25.6%) 

 112,182 in South Lebanon (11.9%)55 

                                                           
49

 Relief Web, April 7, 2019, https://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/government-japan-announces-new-funding-support-
syrian-refugees-enar 
50

 Daily Sabah, April 8, 2019, https://www.dailysabah.com/mideast/2019/04/08/palestinian-refugees-a-big-question-
for-trumps-plan 
51

 https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/syria/location/15 
52

 Kurdistan 24, April 11, 2019, http://www.kurdistan24.net/en/news/d1d1005c-0794-48da-97f8-9798ff8be3d5 
53

 Info Migrants, April 2, 2019,https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/16057/iom-launches-funding-appeal-for-
displaced-iraqis 
54

Independent, April 22, 2019, https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/easter-iraq-christians-isis-
qaraqosh-home-a8872976.html 
55

 https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/syria/location/71 
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 The Lebanese Interagency coordination entity has declared that Syrian refugees in Lebanon, need 

2.62 billion USD. 

 34% of Syrian refugees live in overcrowded camp conditions. 35% live in substandard conditions.56  

 During the beginning of April 1000 Syrians return to Syria.57 

 Médecins Sans Frontières, after a 6-month treatment project, have released a report reflecting 

improved control of hypertension and diabetes in patients. 58 

 Minister of State for Refugee Affairs Saleh Gharib claimed that he will be finalizing a plan for Syrian 

refugee returns that he will submit to Cabinet. He did not however, mention when59.  

 Japan announced a US$ 6.08 million contribution to UNRWA to alleviate the suffering of the 

Palestine refugees in Lebanon. Similarly, Germany contributed 10.1 million USD. 60 

 UNRWA Opens New Health Centre in Doura Funded by The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.61  

 

Syria 

 The humanitarian community tracked 109,828 IDPs displacements across Syria as reported during 

April. The largest IDPs movements of 56,041 IDPs were noticed in Idlib governorate, the great majority 

of which was internal displacement within Idlib governorate with about 50,379 IDPs, while about 

5,616 IDPs were displaced from Idlib governorate to the opposition NSAGs controlled parts of Aleppo 

governorate. The second large displacement was tracked in Hama governorate with about 20,000 

IDPs, the great majority of which were displaced from the opposition NSAGs controlled parts of Hama 

to Idlib governorate with about 12,900 IDPs, while about 6,000 IDPs were displaced from the 

opposition NSAGs controlled parts of Hama governorate to the opposition NSAGs controlled parts of 

Aleppo governorate.  

                                                           
56

 https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/68938 
57

Daily Star, April 8, 2019, http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2019/Apr-08/480659-dozens-of-
syrians-make-their-way-home-from-lebanon.ashx 
58

 Relief Web, April 2, 2019, https://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/treating-syrian-refugees-diabetes-and-
hypertension-shatila-refugee-camp-lebanon-m 
59

Daily Star, April 8, 2019, http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2019/Apr-18/481451-refugees-
minister-to-submit-return-plan-to-cabinet-soon.ashx 
60

 Relief Web, April 4, 2019, https://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/japan-announces-new-contribution-unrwa-
lebanon-and-celebrates-completion-shelter 
61

 Relief Web, April 28, 2019, https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/unrwa-opens-new-health-
centre-doura-funded-kingdom-saudi 
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 A displacement of about 10,000 IDPs was tracked in the opposition NSAGs controlled parts of Aleppo 

governorate, the great majority of which was internal displacement within the opposition NSAGs 

controlled parts of Aleppo governorate with about 7,432 IDPs, while about 2,237 IDPs arrived from the 

opposition NSAGs controlled parts of Aleppo to Idlib governorate. These displacements were due to 

the intensified shelling, airstrikes and fighting between the GoS forces and the NSAGs along the 

Demilitarized Zone in east Idlib and northern Hama and west Aleppo countryside, and the flood and 

bad weather conditions in some areas in camps in north Idlib governorate.62  

 The third large displacement was tracked from Deir ez Zor governorate with about 19,892 IDPs, the 

great majority of which was tracked arriving to Al-Hasakeh governorate particularly in the Al Hol site 

with about 18,836 IDPs, and with 992 IDPs were internally displaced within Deir ez Zor governorate. 

This displacement was due to the fighting between SDF backed by US led coalition against ISIL groups 

in east of Deir ez Zor against the last pockets of territory controlled by ISIS in South east Deir Ez Zor 

and the subsequent transfer of the displaced population to the al Hol Site in Hasakeh. 

 The humanitarian community has tracked 34,322 spontaneous IDPs returnees in several areas across 

Syria. The largest number was in Hama Governorate, there have been 8,819 IDPs returned to their 

original areas within the governorate.  

 The second largest was in Dar’a governorate where there have been 6,660 IDPs returned to their 

original communities due to a relative stability. In Aleppo governorate bout 5,000 IDPs returned to 

their communities after being displaced internally within the governorate. In Rural Damascus there 

have been 4,000 IDPs return to their original communities mainly from the same governorate. At the 

same period about 2,600 IDPs returned to their original communities within Damascus governorate, 

1,700 IDPs returned to Idlib governorate, 1,400 IDPs returned to Homs governorate, 1,400 returned to 

Ar-Raqqa governorate and about 1,000 IDPs returned to their communities mainly from the same 

governorate after the situation is calmer.63 

 

                                                           
62

 Relief Web, April 27, 2019, https://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-idp-spontaneous-
returns-map-march-2019-enar 
63

 Relief Web, April 27, 2019, https://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-arab-republic-idp-spontaneous-
returns-map-march-2019-enar 
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Cyprus 
 The University of Cyprus (UCY) and UNHCR Cyprus presented a study on the situation of refugees 

and asylum seekers in the country confirming big problems such as inadequate monetary support 

for a decent standard of living, poor quality of living conditions in Reception Centers, and Unequal 

access to Health Services.64 

 In an endeavor to stop smuggling of immigrants, three men, a Turkish national and two Turkish 

Cypriots, suspected of smuggling Syrian refugees arriving from Turkey to the government-

controlled areas, were arrested.65 

 Asylum seekers staged a protest in Nicosia in April to demand full access to the labor market.66 

 In a trilateral meeting between Cyprus, Greece, and Jordan, the participants agreed to jointly 

address the migration and refugee issue. They called on the European Union to confront the 

challenges and to support the people of Syria.67 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
64

 In Cyprus, April 17, 2019, https://in-cyprus.com/the-situation-of-refugees-and-asylum-seekers-in-cyprus/ 
65

 Cyprus Mail, April 4, 2019, https://cyprus-mail.com/2019/04/04/three-arrested-in-the-north-for-people-
smuggling-reports/ 
66

In Cyprus, April 16, 2019,  https://in-cyprus.com/asylum-seekers-protest-in-nicosia-demanding-access-to-
employment-photos/ 
67

 Greek Reporter, April 15, 2019, https://greece.greekreporter.com/2019/04/15/leaders-of-greece-cyprus-and-
jordan-agree-to-enhanced-cooperation/ 
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4. CHURCH ACTIVITIES 
Egypt 

 Up until the 8th of April, Egypt has so far legalized 894 Churches. 111 Churches are currently 

applying for license68.  

 Pope Tawadros II of Alexandria condemned the terrorist attack carried out by a suicide bomber 

who blew himself up in a popular market in Sheikh Zwaid in Northern Sinai, killing some policemen 

and civilians while injuring others. He also renewed the Church’s full cooperation with law 

enforcement entities.69  

 On the 24th of April, Anba Sallib, the bishop of Mit Ghamr, Dakados, and Eastern Countries, laid 

the foundation stone for the Church of the Martyr Saint George in the city of Deirb Najm, 

following the Mass of Lazarus's Sabbath, which took place in the Church itself. The church of Saint 

Georges recently issued a decision to replace it.70    

Jordan  

 His Holiness Patriarch Aphrem II, Patriarch of the Syriac Orthodox Church, visited King Abdullah II. 

From his part, the King assured His Holiness that Christians are an integral part of the Middle East 

and the Kingdom will strive to protect both Christian and Islamic sacred relics. In return, His 

Holiness thanked him for the Kingdom’s support of the Christian cause. 71   

Iraq 

 In the city of Vienna, The Patriarch of Iraq’s Chaldean Catholic Church, His Holiness Louis Raphael 

Sako delivered a lecture on violence by Islamic extremist movements. More than 200 people 

which included academics, politicians and Christian clerics, were present at the event.72   

 Archbishop Petros Mouche, of the Syriac Catholic Church, plead the government of the UK, to 

finance the reconstruction of towns and villages devastated by ISIS73. 
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Egypt Today, April 8, 2019 https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/2/68075/Total-number-of-legalized-churches-in-
Egypt-amounts-to-894 
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 Youm 7, April 9, 2019,https://www.youm7.com/story/2019/4/9/ 
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 Albawab News, April 24, 2019, https://www.albawabhnews.com/3575677 
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Albawab, April 7, 2019, https://www.albawabhnews.com/3551900 
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 Christian Today, April 6, 2019, https://www.christiantoday.com/article/iraq-church-leader-pleads-with-uk-
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 The Patriarch of Iraq’s Chaldean Catholic Church, His Holiness Louis Raphael Sako, appointed 

Archbishop Carmo, as the head of the diocese of Diyarbakır and all of Turkey on the 29th of April.74 

 

Lebanon 

 During their monthly meeting at Bkirki on the 3rd of April, The Maronite bishops, denounced the 

US decision on the Golan Heights.75  

 His Holiness Joseph Absi, the Patriarch of the Greek Melkite Catholic Church, met Ghassan 

Attallah, Minister of the Displaced on the 3rd of April. His Holiness expressed his concerns about 

the slow reform process.76 

 Cardinal Bechara Boutros Rai, the Maronite Patriarch of Antioch and the rest of the East 

commented on the conduct of Lebanese Politicians during a mass on the 7th of April. He criticized 

their ‘blindness’ towards the various issues that Lebanese face. He claims that till today, the 

CEDRE issue and the electricity predicament, are still in a stand still stance77.  

 Patriarch of Antioch and the East of the Greek Orthodox Church, John X Yazji received on the 12th 

of April the Greek President Prokoopis Pavlopoulos at the Balamand University, where they 

discussed the situation of Christians in the Middle East as well as the issue of the kidnapped 

bishops. 

 His Holiness Patriarch Mar Ignatius Joseph III, Patriarch of Syriac Catholics of Antioch, visited His 

Beatitude Catholics Krikor XX, Patriarch of the Armenian Catholic Church on the 30th of April in 

Beirut. The two discussed the situation in Lebanon and in the Middle East, and the status of 

Christians in the region.78  
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Palestine  

 Archbishop Atallah, the Archbishop of Sebastia from the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of 

Jerusalem, criticized Trump’s “Deal of the Century”, claiming that whatever plans that the current 

administration has, it will not pass and be forced on the Palestinian people.79  

 His Holiness Patriarch Aphrem II, Patriarch of the Syriac Orthodox Church, paid tribute to the 

efforts of His Majesty King Abdullah II to revive peace and security in the region during his visit to 

Jordan. He claimed that if it weren’t for the nation of brotherhood promoted by the King, 

Christians would not have been present in the Middle East.80 

Syria 

 The delegation of the Supreme Presidential Committee for Follow-up on Church Affairs in 

Palestine headed by Ramzi Khoury, Chairman of the Supreme Council of Churches in the State of 

Palestine, met with the Minister of Awqaf in the Syrian Arab Republic Mohammed Abd al-Sattar 

al-Sayyid and the Mufti of the Republic Ahmad Badr al-Din Hassoun separately. The purpose of the 

meeting was to renew each of the participants’ pledge to the Palestinian cause and to safeguard 

Christians in Palestine81.  

 His Holiness Ignatius Aphrem II, the Patriarch of the Syriac Orthodox Church, and His Holiness 

Patriarch John X, Patriarch of Antioch, received the Syrian minister Mohamed Abd al-Sattar al-

Sayyid, and a number of Muslim religious scholars. The two parties agreed that this a meeting is 

evidence that Christians and Muslims are united, and that they will overcome radicalism.82 

 

Cyprus 

 Archbishop of Cyprus Chrysostomos ii, called upon Turkey to be transparent regarding people who 

went missing during the Turkish invasion, at the 34th Marathon of Love for the Missing press 

conference. He pledged that the Church of Cyprus will not tire in its effort to find out what 

happened to every missing person in Cyprus.83  
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5. MECC HEADQUARTERS ACTIVITIES 
 

MECC holds “Souf” Exhibition, April 4, 2019 

On the 4th of April, MECC held the “Souf” exhibition for refugee women. Inaugurated in the Syriac 

Orthodox diocese of Saint Jacob in Sabtiyeh region, under the patronage and presence of Bishop of Mount 

Lebanon and Tripoli of Syriac Orthodox HE Georges Saliba. At the event, the Secretary General of the 

Council of Churches of the Middle East Dr. Souraya Bechealany along of invitees and friends were present. 

 
Dr. Souraya Bechealany, the Secretary General of the Council of Churches of the Middle East, at the exhibition, April 4, 2019 
 Photo credit: MECC website 

 

The exhibition included a collection of hand-made wool and crochet works prepared by Iraqi and Syrian 

women who follow a course in psychological support with the program of the Ecumenical Relief 

Department of the MECC. 



   

18 | P a g e  
 

MIDDLE EAST OVERVIEW | April 2019 

 
     Participants at the exhibition, April 4, 2019 
     Photo credit: MECC website 
 

Bishop Saliba toured the exhibition and expressed his admiration for the handicrafts. "The women have 

done a great job, because the profession they have learned will give them the financial and effective 

autonomy in society," he said. He also expressed his delight that the women participating in the exhibition 

"belong to diverse identities and religions, and it is a blessing from heaven that human beings cooperate 

regardless of the community, region and nation to which they belong”. 
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Bishop Saliba touring the exhibition, April 4, 2019  
Photo Credit: MECC website 
 

Saliba stressed that "there is no difference between men and women," citing the words of St. Paul the 

Apostle, " in Christ there is neither male nor female but all are one." 

In turn, the Secretary General of MECC Dr. Souraya Bechealany stressed the importance of this exhibition, 

pointing to the single goal, "to live in dignity without the need of anyone." 
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Delegation of the Danish Church visits MECC, April 14, 2019 

 
   Meeting between MECC and delegation of Danish Church, April 14, 2019  
   Photo Credit: MECC website 
 

A delegation from the Danish Diocese of Viborg visited Lebanon in collaboration with the Danmission 

organisation. The group of 20 priests and leaders of the Danish Church, met the MECC director of 

Theological and Ecumenical department, Father Gabi Hachem, on Thursday April 14, at the Council's Head 

Office- Beirut.The delegation was briefed on the council’s Theological, Ecumenical and Relief activities and 

got acquainted with the situation of the churches in Lebanon and the Middle East and the ways to support 

and cooperate with them. 
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6. MECC Humanitarian activities in Lebanon April 2019: 

Literacy Course:  
 
Through the life skills program undertaken by MECC in the South of Lebanon - district of 
Marjeyoun, a group of 20 Syrian women completed a literacy course in Arabic. The course 
consisted of 20 sessions of 2 hours each. 
 

  
Literacy course session attended by 20 Syrian women, April, 2019 Photo Credit: ERS Lebanon 

 

Cash Assistance:  

MECC finalized the second distribution of cash assistance targeting 1000 beneficiaries (Syrian, 
Iraqis and Lebanese) in the Mount Lebanon area (No pictures documented). 
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PSS session targeting 320 women, 50 men, and 170 children, April 2019, Photo Credit: ERS Lebanon 

Psycho Social:  

MECC completed the last sessions of the PSS program in Mount Lebanon which targeted 320 
women, 50 men and 170 children. 

 

Livelihood: 

MECC has kicked off a home care project in Tripoli, North Lebanon Governorate, targeting 25 

Syrian and Lebanese women. The course is comprised of 125 hours over 2 months to include 3 

weeks of practical training. 
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Livelihood session for 25 Syrian and Lebanese women, April, 2019, Photo Credit: ERS Lebanon. 
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7. MECC Humanitarian activities in Syria April 2019 

 Completed health awareness courses for 25 women in Izraa, 25 in Ghabagheb in Daraa governorate 
and 25 in Al-Tal in Damascus rural, including distribution of hygiene kits for all participants. 

 Completed business startup courses for 38 skilled workers in Al-Zabadani in Damascus rural and 
preparation to provide small grants to recover 23 broken business. 

 Provided grants to recover 6 broken business in Al-Tal in Damascus rural. 

 Continued remedial classes course for 50 students in grade 12 in Arbin in Damascus rural. 

 Continued vocational training for 37 female in Tartous and launched another one for 13 male. 

 Continued Crochet project for 24 women in Maaloula in Damascus rural. 

 Distributed of 3144 hygiene kits in Izraa, Neimeh, Deir Al-Adas in Daraa governorate. 

 Launched agricultural project in several villages in Daraa governorate to distribute 200 micro 
gardening kits, 400 barely seeds and 760 fodder kits. 

 Launched livestock project in Daraa AlBalad and Tassil related to dairy value chain. 

 Prepared to launch livelihood project to rehabilitate 15 shops in Daraa and Aleppo. 

 Prepared to launch health awareness sessions for 60 women in Daraa, Aleppo and Damascus rural. 

  

 

 

 

 

Distribution of 3144 Hygiene Kits in Dara’a, April 2019,   Photo Credit: ERS Syria 
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Business Startup Course for 18 Skilled Workers in Al-Tal in Damascus Rural, April 2019, Photos Credit: ERS Syria 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remedial Classes for (50) 12th Grade Students in Erbin in Damascus Rural, April 2019, Photos Credit: ERS Syria 
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Health Awareness for 50 Women in Izra’a and Ghabagheb in Dara’a Governorate and 25 Women in Al Tal in Damascus Rural 
Governorate, April 2019, Photos Credit: ERS Syria 
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7. CONCLUSION 
While hate and violence is again being exercised against Christians, the MECC is increasing its 

attempts to build bridges with other communities. Therefore, it is of paramount importance that the 

MECC be supported by our local and regional partners, for such a task. Only through interfaith 

dialogue can the issue of extremism be dealt with.  

Nevertheless, even with the onslaught that occurred this month and throughout the ages, Jesus 

Christ has never left us. Here’s an image, from the Cathedral of Notre Dame de Paris which was 

plagued with a fire incident, to remind us of such:  

 
       Shining Cross that survived the fire in the Cathedral of Notre Dame, April 16, 2019,  
      Photo Credit: CBC.ca 

  


