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BACKGROUND 
 

The Middle East suffers from a plethora of socio-economic problems, forced by armed struggles and the 

proliferation of refugees and internally displaced persons. Local and international partners have so far made 

excellent strides in alleviating the burdens of the situation. Yet, funding has been either drastically reduced 

or halted, ensuing fears that human suffering will once again take its toll. To exacerbate matters further, 

regional politics is paving the way for a prospective military showdown. Also, the winter storms have made 

it even more difficult for refugees to withstand the already hard camp conditions as well as the host 

community needs.  
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1. THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC SITUATION  

Egypt 
 Egyptian official currency exchange rate: 17.857 EG/USD 

 Egypt’s GDP growth rate is expected to be 5.2 percent in 2019. 

 Unemployment rate has dropped by a 1.9% reaching a 10% by the end of 2018.  

 Addressing at a conference on January 13, 2019, Egypt's Minister of Investment and International 

Cooperation Sahar Nasr spoke about the increasing investment in Egypt which in turn are attracting 

more investors. Direct investment (FDI) in Africa FDI jumped to 6%, concentrating mainly on Egypt 

and South Africa. Minister Sahr Nasr also signed an agreement with the global asset management firm 

Lazard, to promote investment opportunities in Egypt. 

 For the sake of greater inclusion of both Muslim and Christian faiths, Egypt inaugurated Al-Fattah al-

Aleem Mosque and the Nativity Cathedral in the New Administrative Capital under the patronage of 

President Abdel Fatah al-Sisi on the 6th of January. 

 In 2019, Cairo is expected to become a net gas exporter. The preceding year several deals have been 

signed for the exploration and production with International Companies.   

 In anticipation for the opening of New Cairo, 50,000 employees are to be transferred to the new 

capital city. 

 The Mercedes Company has declared in January, that it will start assembling cars in Egypt this year, 

through the reestablishing of a local factory.    

 

Jordan 

 Jordanian official currency value: 1.41 USD 

 Unemployment rate, by the end of 2018, has been recorded to 18.6%.  

 Public debt ratio to GDP up by 0.6% at end of 2018 constituting 94.9 per cent of the estimated GDP 

due to the debts of the National Electricity Power Company and the Water Authority. 

 Protests have been noted to take place on the streets throughout mid-January, asking to improve 

their standards of living. 

 On the beginning of January, official meetings have been launched in Washington to bolster Jordan’s 

economic growth program. The program is set to enhance economic cooperation between Jordan and 

the United states.  

 After receiving 2.5 billion USD in aid from Gulf States, negotiations with the IMF are underway for 

more money lending in an attempt to curb the economic situation. 
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Iraq 
 Iraqi official currency exchange rate: 1190 Dinar /USD 

 GDP growth is estimated to be 4.1% in 2019 due to oil prices. 

  Unemployment, while officially at 10.8 per cent nationally, is higher in some provinces such as 

Nineveh that were until recently plagued by fighting or under the control of IS. 

 As part of an agreement between Jordanian King Abdullah II and Iraqi President Barham Salih to 

expand cooperation in economy, investments have been pouring into a border industrial zone in 

January. Projects involved the construction of an oil pipeline from Basra to Aqaba and rehabilitation 

of the Amman-Baghdad highway. 

 Up until January 2019, crude oil production in Iraq averaged 4.5 million barrels per day, up from 4.4 

million in 2017. Iraq’s crude oil production has been steadily increasing since declines in the late 1990s 

and early 2000s, and it has nearly doubled over the past decade.  

 State-owned Trade Bank of Iraq is negotiating a bank in Turkey, the country’s biggest trade partner. 

Due to its endeavors with Turkey and the Gulf area, the bank is set to achieve 7% in revenue growth. 

 The Trump administration has given Iraq exemption to buy Iranian natural gas without penalty for at 

least three more months. In return Baghdad is set to buy American oil and energy technology. 

 

Lebanon 
 Lebanon official currency exchange rate: 1507.5 LBP/ USD  

 Lebanon’s GDP growth rate, according to the World Bank, is 1.3%. 

 The Unemployment rate is still 36%. 

  On the 12th of January, a few hundred people marched in Beirut to condemn rampant corruption, 

protesting against the arbitrary layoffs, the lack of proper healthcare, lack of jobs, and deteriorating 

living conditions in Lebanon. Also, a few days before, a major Lebanese trade union held a general 

strike to protest the political gridlock.  

 Held on January 19 and 20, leaders and state representatives from the Arab World met in Beirut for 

the Arab Economic and Social Development Summit. The participants called for the establishment of 

an Arab free trade zone and the support of countries hosting refugees. 

 After Lebanon’s Economic Arab Economic and Social Development Summit, Qatar vowed to invest 

500 million USD into government bonds. 

 On the 31st January, a new government was finally formed. As a result, Lebanon’s Eurobonds have 

surged to 82 USD increasing by a 2.2%.  
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Palestine 
 GDP growth has been roughly estimated to be 0.5%.   

 According to the UN Conference on Trade and Development, it has been estimated that the 

Palestinian agricultural sector is currently operating at a quarter of its potential. 

 70% of those living in territories under Israeli control in the West Bank are still not connected to the 

water network. 

 Around 95 percent of Gaza’s main water supply is unsafe for drinking since it is without treatment. 

 As part of the Israeli Government plans to annex parts of Palestine, new road northeast of Jerusalem 

between Hizma and Zayem, which features separate lanes for Israelis and Palestinians, has been 

opened. As a result, protests broke out making room for future tensions.  

 Since the January 31 deadline set under new US legislation has passed, the US aid (USAID) agency 

stops all assistance for Palestinians in West Bank, Gaza. Local Palestinian authorities fear future 

instabilities.  

 10,000 Palestinians took part in violent protests along the Gaza border on the 31st of January, hurling 

rocks and burning tires. 24 were injured due to the live fire exercised by Israeli soldiers. Moreover, a 

female paramedic was hurt since she was hit in the face by a gas canister.  

 

Syria 

 Official Current Exchange Rate SP/USD:  437.5 SP/USD 

 The U.S. House of Representatives unanimously adopted a bill this month that would sanction 

anyone who does business with the Syrian government. 

 The European Union has put sanctions on 11 prominent Syrian business men, particularly the 

biggest investors in the upcoming project Marota City in Damascus.  

 The Syrian government is seeking to intensify the ongoing peace talks with the Kurdish-led Syrian 

Democratic Council (SDF), signaling an ease in tensions between both sides.  

 Damascus and Tehran signed 11 agreements, including a “long-term strategic economic 

cooperation deal”, which spans industry, trade and agriculture. 

 Syria’s state banks have improved the recovery rate of their bad debts. Yet loans which are worth 

billions of dollars will never be paid back in the future. 

 Three new licenses for car assembly plants have been given to Syrian investors in the past few 

months, raising the potential number of these plants, including several that have been operating 

for years, to eight. 
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Cyprus 
 Euro official currency value: 1.14 USD 

 GDP in 2019, according to early central bank estimates, recorded a growth of 3.7%. 

 3 billion dollars have been invested in the country. Projects have already begun and are projected 

to conclude by 2021. 

 Cyprus unemployment rate have reached 9.2% in January. 

 The new integrated casino resort that will constructed in Limassol is projected to generate an 

income of 700 million Euros per year for the Cypriot economy. 

 A dispute between Cyprus and Turkey over drilling for fuel reserves in Cypriot waters, has been 

reported. Ankara has threated to disrupt any attempt to extract fossil fuels unless a slice of the 

profit is given to Turkey.  

 Turkish Defense Minister Hulusi Akar, warned that the provocations in the Mediterranean will have 

a heave a price, renewing tensions between the two countries, and polarizing the political 

atmosphere on the Cypriot Island.  
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2. THE REFUGEE SITUATION 

Egypt 

 Egypt is hosting more than 242,000 registered refugees and asylum-seekers of 58 different 

nationalities, mainly concentrated in Greater Cairo, Alexandria and the North Coast.  

 The number of refugees and asylum seekers by origin, as of August 2018, are as follows: 

 Syria: 131,019 

 Sudan: 38,583 

 Ethiopia: 15,283 

 Eritrea: 14,577 

 South Sudan: 13,283 

 Others: 22,652 

 50,000 Syrian refugees had returned to their country in 2018. 

 In 2018, the UNHCR received only half the funds it needed to assist refugees in Egypt. 

 The UNHCR launched a winter assistance program in Egypt to help 151,130 refugees, including at 

least 18 percent of children. 

 

Jordan 
The UNHCR states that there are currently 671,551 registered refugees in Jordan as of the beginning of 

January.  

 The proportion of Syrian displaced people registered within the UHCR for January, are distributed 

as follows:  

 197,084 in Amman Governorate (29.4 %) 

 164,021 in Mafraq Governorate (24.4%) 

 140,639 in Irbid Governorate (21%) 

 96,951 in Zarqa Governorate (14.4%)  

 19,402 in Balqa Governorate (2.9%) 

 13,371 in Madaba Governorate (2%) 

 9,896 in Jarash Governorate (1.5%) 

 8,934 in Karak Governorate (1.3%) 

 8,228 in Maan Governorate (1.2%) 

 7,056 in Ajlun Governorate (1.1%) 

 3,617 in Aqaba Governorate (0.5%) 

 1,739 in Tafilah Governorate (0.3%) 
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 Jordan’s UNCHR has only received 586 million USD of the promised funds for the year 2018. 456 

million USD is still needed.  

 There are currently 2 million Palestinian refugees in Jordan.  

 Due to the US withdrawal of funding The UNRWA has stated that it is lacking 446 million USD. 

Although international donors have promised 750 million USD, the sum will be only enough to cover 

half a year. Therefore the agency continued to claim that it will be a very problematic year.  

 Russia declared that it will donate 10 million USD for the sake of Palestinian refugees.  

 

Iraq 
The UNHCR states that there are currently 252,526 registered Syrian refugees in Iraq as of the beginning of 

January.  

 The proportion of displaced people registered within the UHCR for January, are distributed as 

follows:  

 128,675 in Erbil (51 %) 

 88,503 in Dahuk (35%) 

 32,151 in Sulaymaniyah (12.7%) 

 1,093 in Anbar (0.4%)  

 751 in Kirkuk (0.3%) 

 513 in Ninewa (0.2%) 

 840 in other regions (0.3%) 

 As of 31 December 2018, 1,802,832 IDPs have been identified.  

 Up until December 2018, 73,416,555 USD has been received. Yet 153,395,651 USD is still needed. 

No present updates have been published.  

 A “Winterization Strategy” has been launched to prepare Syrian refugees and IDPs for the harsh 

winter conditions. A one-off cash payment of USD 200 (735 AED) per family will be provided to IDPs 

living in camps and in urban areas. For Syrian refugees in Iraq, USD 400 (1469 AED) per family will 

be provided to both those in camps and out of camps. 

 $4 million to assist those in need during the coldest months, will be allocated by the UAE.  
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Lebanon 
The UNHCR states that there are currently 948,849 registered refugees in Lebanon as of the beginning of 

January.  

 The proportion of Syrian displaced people registered within the UHCR for January, are distributed 

as follows:  

 113,977 in South Lebanon (12 %) 

 248,380 in North Lebanon (26.2%) 

 245,960 in Beirut (25.9%) 

 340,512 in Bekaa (35.9%)  

 In a new study done by the World Food Program, over 76 per cent live under the poverty line. The 

report claims that these poor displaced Syrians carry an average debt of $798 per household, with 

a majority of their debt related to funds for food. 

 Until September 2018, the UNHCR have succeeded in receiving 1.19 billion USD that is spent on 

basic assistance, food security, education, health, water, livelihoods, protection, shelter, social 

stability and energy. No present update for the month of January, has been published. 

 Lebanon has only received until the present moment, 32% of donations.  

 In the latest in a series of voluntary returns organized by Lebanese General Security, 1000 Syrian 

displaced people returned to Syria.  

 According to the UNHCR, the storm that hit Lebanon during the first quarter of January, had 

completely flooded or collapsed 15 informal settlements out of at least 66 that were "heavily 

impacted". 

 The town of Arsal, north of Lebanon, witnessed riots that affected most of the livelihoods of Syrian 

refugees after a number of young people in the town launched a violent campaign against the Syrian 

refugees living in the town.  

Palestinian Refugees 

 Due to the Trump administration’s recent decisions to cut funding, the situation of Palestinian 

refugees continues to deteriorate. There has been reports that the number of Palestinians illegally 

immigrating to Europe has increased.  This is leading them to suffer more hardship abroad.   

 A two-day conference, launched by the German International Cooperation Agency (GIZ) at the 

Lancaster Plaza Hotel, focused on ways to enhance Palestinian youth involvement in decision 

making and taking initiative, equipping them with new skills, and improving their living and living 

conditions. 

 Italy donated 1.5 million Euros to the cash starved UNRWA to assist Palestinian in Lebanon.  This 

new critical funding will enable will support hospitalization to nearly 1,500 Palestinian refugees from 
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Syria (PRS) and multipurpose cash assistance to Palestinian refugees from Syria displaced to 

Lebanon. 

 Although the issue of refugees has played a minimal role in politics, there are some signs that 

certain segments of the society are developing a negative attitude towards refugees and asylum-

seekers. Some view it as an unwelcome disruption to their normal lives, or as a threat to their 

national identity or culture. 

 

Syria 

 In December 2018, the humanitarian community tracked 58,549 IDPs displacements across Syria. 

The largest IDPs movements of 33,163I DPs were noticed in Idlib governorate, the great majority 

of which was internal displacement within Idlib governorate with about 31,000 IDPs, while about 

4,600 IDPs were displaced east Idlib governorate to west Aleppo countryside. This displacement 

was due to active fire exchange between the GoS forces and the NSAGs along the Demilitarized 

Zone in east Idlib and northern Hama countryside where about 1,400 IDPs displaced from northern 

Hama communities to southern Idlib governorate. Exchange of fire and the GoS forces shelling to 

west Aleppo countryside as well as deterioration in the security situation in north Aleppo 

countryside caused internal displacement of 5,525 IDPs with in Aleppo Governorate. Meanwhile 

the US backed military operations against ISIL in Deir-Ezor resulted in displacement of about 6,000 

IDPs within Deir-Zzor Governorate and about 4,000 IDPs to Al Hasakeh governorate. While 

skirmishes between the NSAGs and the GoS forces caused displacement of about 800 IDPs in 

northern Latakia countryside. IDPs from other provinces across Syria have been moving in 

relatively small numbers in quest of better humanitarian conditions. 

 In December 2018, the humanitarian community have tracked (119,698) spontaneous IDPs 

returnees in several areas cross Syria. In Dar’a for example, it is estimated that there have been 

54,000 IDP returns to areas of origin within the governorate since the territory returned under GOS 

control and services started being reactivated, albeit slowly. In Rural Damascus 26,168 IDPs 

returned to their original communities mainly from the same governorate as GoS started providing 

basic services. At the same period about 9,200 IDPs returned to their original communities within 

Aleppo governorate in GoS controlled areas and about 7,800 IDPs returned from Idlib to their 

communities in northern Hama countryside in GoS controlled areas. >> Other returns were also 

recorded as the security conditions improved, where about 2,700 IDPs returned within Idlib. 
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Around 3,200 IDPs returned from Rural Damascus to Quneitra. About 1,200 people returned after 

being displaced within Quneitra and about 1,500 IDPs returned from Damascus to Deir-ez-zor. 

 As of July 2018, 39% of households stated that they still rely on alternative water sources to cover 

their needs (They mainly rely on Water trucking). 27% of them said that they pay more than 10% 

of their income on water. Highest percentages are in Daraa, Deir Elzor and and Idlib. (REACH WASH 

Sit Overview, Jan 2019). 

 The FAO/WFP Crop and Food Security Assessment Mission reported that wheat production in 2018 

dropped to 1.2 million tons, about two-thirds of the 2017 levels and less than one-third of pre-

conflict 2002–2011 averages (4.1 million tons). Barley production, at 390 000 tons, was the lowest 

since 2008. 

 At least 15 Syrian displaced children, 13 under the age of one, have died in the past few weeks due 

to extreme cold, harsh living conditions, and lack of access to medical care. According to the UN, 

at least eight of those deaths are of children in the Rukban camp near the Syrian-Jordanian border. 

 The World Health Organization expresses severe concern about the deteriorating humanitarian 

conditions in Rukban settlement close to the border with Jordan, and calls for immediate access to 

the settlement to assess the health situation, provide essential medicines and medical supplies, 

and support the medical evacuation of critically ill patients. Approximately 40 000 people, mostly 

women and children, remain stranded in the settlement and are unable to leave, and harsh winter 

conditions have reportedly led to several deaths. Health care facilities are barely functioning and 

have very few staff or medical supplies. There are no generators or fuel to provide even minimum 

warmth to alleviate the bitterly cold weather. 

 

Cyprus 

 The year 2018, Cyprus recorded the arrival of 166 refugees from Syria.  

 Refugees under UNHCR mandate currently residing in the northern part of Cyprus. They are mostly 

Syrians and Palestinians. 

 Since schools are receiving an increasing number of refugees and migrant children into their 

classrooms, teachers are facing the challenging tasks that relate to addressing local students on 

refugee, asylum and migration matters. 

 Most refugees face formidable obstacles in securing decent and affordable housing. 

 While refuges are able to benefit from subsidized state medical care, many are often not able to 

meet some of the eligibility requirements because of their particular circumstances. 
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 Under the national Guaranteed Minimum Income (GMI) scheme, refugees benefit €480 for the 

basic needs of the primary applicant, €240 for each dependent (spouse and children above 14 years 

old), €144 for every child below the age of 14, and €280 for rent. For individuals with special needs, 

an additional €226 is provided for basic necessities and €70 for rental allowance.  

 Although the issue of refugees has played a minimal role in politics, there are some signs that 

certain segments of the society are developing a negative attitude towards refugees and asylum-

seekers. Some view it as an unwelcome disruption to their normal lives, or as a threat to their 

national identity or culture. 
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3. CHURCH ACTIONS 
 His holiness Pope Francis, visited on the 3nd of February Abu Dhabi, where he met several religious 

figures. They included the Crown Prince Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed al-Nahyan, Grand Imam al-

Azhar Ahmed el-Tayeb, and Dr. Sultan Faisal Al Remeithi, Secretary General of the Muslim Council 

of Elders. The event coincided with the signing of A “Human Fraternity Document” which called 

upon all nations, peoples, and religious figures to yearn for stability, and coexistence in peace.    

 Cardinal Bechara Boutros Rai, the Maronite Patriarch of Antioch and the rest of the East gathered 

Christian leaders in Bkirki, Lebanon on the 16th of January to discuss the situation in the country. He 

called upon everyone to be responsible and move forward for the sake of the nation.  

 Metropolitan Dr Vasilios, head of the diocese of Constantia – Ammochostos in Cyprus, hosted a 

meeting of the WCC Assembly Planning Committee from 9-16 January in Cyprus. The aim of the 

meeting is to emphasize that religion can be a source of peace and reconciliation rather than 

politicians who have ruined the Cypriot peninsula.  

 His Holiness Patriarch Aphrem II, Patriarch of the Syriac Orthodox Church visited Jordan on the 19th 

of January where he met several Church leaders. He praised the achievements of the Syriac 

Orthodox Church in Jordan.  

 At the executive committee meeting held in Aatchaneh Lebanon on the 23rd of January, Patriarch of 

the Syriac Orthodox Church His Holiness Patriarch Aphrem II called on the international community 

and the Arab world to act swiftly for the release of the kidnapped bishops, priests, and abductees.  

 In a televised address on the 22nd of January, Patriarch of the Melkite Greek Catholic Church, His 

Holiness Joseph Absi, criticized the situation in Lebanon. He cited that the nation and its people are 

suffering while the political stalemate is well and running. He denounced the silence of the “great 

powers” regarding the issue. He also stressed that Christians must work with their Muslim brethren 

so that secure a future.   

 The largest Church for Coptic Christians in the Middle East, named Nativity of the Christ Cathedral, 

has been opened during the first quarter of January. Egypt's Coptic pope inaugurated the Nativity 

of the Christ Cathedral during Christmas Mass. President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi joined the celebration.     

 Cardinal on the 18th of January urged the New Bishops, Fr Najib Mikhael Moussa and Fr Robert Jarjis, 

to work for the Church and Iraq during the Mass for the episcopal ordinations, celebrated in Saint 

Joseph Cathedral in Baghdad. He emphasized that they bear the responsibility of working with other 

partners as one team for the prosperity of the Church.  

 His holiness Theophile III, the Patriarch of Jerusalem and all Palestine, received a delegation from 

the Orthodox Church of Ukraine. Theophile III prayed for peace in Ukraine and blessed those loyal 

to the Orthodox Church of Ukraine. 
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4. MECC HEADQUARTERS ACTIVITIES 
 

Church Leaders visitations 

As part of her protocol Middle East visits, which encompassed Syria and Egypt, Dr. Souraya Bechealany 

visited Church leaders in Lebanon from the January 5 till 14. 

 
Figure 1:His Beatitude Krikor Bedros XX Gabroyan, 
 Photo Credit MECC 

She therefore convened with His 
Beatitude Krikor Bedros XX Gabroyan, 
the Patriarch of Cilicia of the Armenian 
Catholic Church in the Beirut Patriarchal 
See. 

 

She also met Father Dr. Habib Badr, 
President of the National Evangelical 
Union, at his headquarters. 

 
Figure 2: Pastor Dr. Habib Badr, 
 Photo Credit MECC 
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Figure 3: Patriarch Mar Ignatius Joseph III, 
 Photo Credit MECC 

And Patriarch Mar Ignatius Joseph III, Greek Patriarch of 
Syriac Catholics of Antioch at his headquarters in Beirut.  

 

As for her next visit, she met his Beatitude Cardinal 
Mar Bechara Boutros al-Rahi, Patriarch of Antioch 
and the rest of the East of the Maronites at the 
headquarters in Bkerki. 

 
Figure 4: Patriarch Cardinal Mar Bechara Boutros Rahi, 
 Photo Credit MECC 
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The team also met with His Holiness Aram I Catholicos of Cilicia, at the Patriarchal Headquarters in Antelias 

on the 14th of February. His beatitude discussed with the team the challenges facing Church unity. Yet, he 

concluded that the MECC is making great strides in bringing Churches together under one voice.   

In an addition to Dr. Souraya Bechealany, the delegation included the Director of the Department of 

Theological and Ecumenical Affairs, Father Gabi Hashem, Dr. Jean Selmanyan, member of the Executive 

Committee of the Council for the Armenian Orthodox Catholics of the Kilikia House, Director of the 

Department of Communication and Public Relations Huguette Salemeh, and the Executive Assistant of the 

Department of Theological and Ecumenical Affairs Zella Kaduzian. 

 
Figure 5: His Holiness Aram 1 Catholicos of Cilicia, 
 Photo Credit MECC 
 

During her visits she informed them about “The executive Board meeting of the Council” set on the 22nd, 

which she invited them to. The meeting should tackle various issues regarding ecumenical and theological 

projects which aim to foster dialogue, unite churches, and build bridges. One project for instance, that will 

be discussed, is the youth meeting organized jointly with the TAIZE community.  

MECC at Abu Dhabi, during Pope Francis’s Visit 

The Middle East Council of Churches participated in the Global Conference for Human Fraternity held in Abu 

Dhabi on the 3-5 February. MECC Secretary General Dr Souraya Bechealany, was there to represent the 

views of the council. She fondly thanked Dr. Sultan Faisal Al Remeithi, Secretary General of the Muslim 

Council of Elders for his keen invitation and constant support to shed the light on MECC’s ecumenical 

message. She also commended the UAE’s initiative to bring humanity together by paving the way for this 

conference.  
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Figure 6 Rev. Habib Badr, Chairman of the Middle East Council of Churches’s Evangelical family, and Dr. Souraya Bechealany, 
MECC General Secretary.  
Photo Credit: MECC  

 

She asked in her intervention under the title "Human Fraternity: Challenges and Opportunities." the 

following: “What are the most important initiatives that religious leaders can make to resolve disputes 

caused by the misunderstanding or misinterpretation of religious references?"  

She also added: “We believe that this initiative has a great significance. The coming together of various 

religious figures from different backgrounds represents a shift from a decadent mentality to one based on 

openness and acceptance of the other.” 

 
                              Figure 7 His Holiness Pope Francis and Sheikh of Al-Azhar Dr. Ahmed Al-Tayeb.  
                               Photo Credit: The Global Conference for Human Fraternity Website. 
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During her visit, she also spoke about the different initiatives MECC works on to establish the bounds of 

fraternity and the culture of tolerance, mutual respect and coexistence. One for instance, is the theological 

and religious education of Middle East Students through its association of Theological Institutes in the 

Middle East (ATIME), which operates similarly to the KAICIID. Another initiative which is based on building 

a partnership with the International and Regional Organizations that deal with inclusive citizenship and 

religious freedom such as ADYAN Foundation, KAICID, Wilton Park, The Forum for Promoting Peace in the 

Muslim Societies, and Sant’ Egidio.  
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5. Middle East Council of Churches Executive Committee 

Meeting  

 
Figure 8: MECC executive committee at Atchaneh, January 22, 2019,  
Photo Credit: MECC 

 

Held at the Patriarchal Headquarter of the Patriarchate of Antioch in Atchaneh – Lebanon, members of the 

executive committee convened between January 22 and 23, 2019. Under the chairmanship of his Holiness 

of His Holiness Mar Ignatius Ephram II Patriarch of Antioch and the rest of the East, the meeting gathered 

religious figures such as His Beatitude Cardinal Mar Louis Rufail Sacco, Patriarch of Babylon of the Chaldeans, 

and Pastor Dr. Habib Badr, President of the National Evangelical Union.  

The participants also included Daniel Ayoush from the Balamand University, Pastor Najla’ Kassab, the 

President of the World Federation of Churches of Interest and Director of the Department of Christian 

Education of the National Synod of Lebanon and Syria, Lawyer Dr. Milhem Khalaf President of The Joy of 

Giving Foundation, and Edgar Al-Hibi, Director of the Higher Institute of Religious Sciences at Saint Joseph 

Al-Khoury University. 
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                                          Figure 9: “Just Ask For Justice” conference, 
                                          Photo Credit: MECC 

 

During the first day, a theological-ecumenical conference titled: “Just Ask for Justice”, was launched. 

Afterwards, a close meeting was held in which Member of Parliament Nemat Afram called on everyone to 

pray for peace and stability in the Middle East. Also, Dr. Souraya Bechealany presented her report and 

findings during the meeting.  

The second day kicked off with a series of reports presented by the Executive Committee. A series of prayers 

were later dedicated for the rightful execution of constitutional laws and the quick formation of a 

government in Lebanon, a peaceful settlement in Syria, the return of refugees to their homeland, regaining 

Iraq’s pride, the return of all missing people to their families, the constitution of a real Palestinian state, and 

the unification of Cyprus.  

The meeting also called upon the Arab world to act for the swift release of the kidnapped bishops John and 

Paul, and all the other priests and activists, therefore condemning all forms of extremism and terrorism. For 

that matter, the meeting emphasized on is the importance of cooperating with Islamic societies which will 

also yield a pathway to pluralism.  

Another issue which highlighted the second day, is the attack launched by one of the Zionist institutions on 

the program of ecumenical accompaniment in occupied Palestine in 2002, by which the participants of the 

meeting clearly denounced.  



   

22 | P a g e  
 

MIDDLE EAST OVERVIEW | Jan 2019 

6-   Ongoing MECC activities in Lebanon over January 2019 

The Middle East Council of Churches participated in the International Conference for Human Fraternity in 

Abu Dhabi in conjunction with the inaugural visit of His Holiness Pope Francis, the Pope of Peace, to the UAE 

for the spiritual Fraternity Meeting with the Muslim Council of Elders, headed by His Eminence the Grand 

Imam of Al Azhar, Sheikh Ahmed El-Tayeb, the Imam of Moderation. Dr. Bechealany had a statement 

entitled “Human Fraternity: Challenges and Opportunities”. 

MECC has been implementing in relief and development projects across a wide variety of sectors throughout 

Lebanon. They include the health, education, basic needs, and food security, sectors.  

The Home Care Project 
Professional instructors from the University of Balamand teach Syrian displaced and Lebanese people, in a 

100 hour course, skills related to first aid, feeding and bathing, and other personal care and safety skills to 

assist children and older adults at home. What makes this course so valued is the fact that it provides 

practical training which can prepare them to assume a job position in the home care field. 

 
Figure 10: Personal and Safety Skills course,  

                  Photo Credit: MECC 

 
Figure 11: Home care project,  
Photo Credit: MECC 

 

 
Figure 12: Personal care and hygiene course   

                                                                             Photo Credit: MECC 
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Figure 16: Integrating 
children in the school 
system,  
Photo Credit: MECC 

Our Lady Dispensary Community Health Project 
In addition to many donors, the MECC itself have been providing affordable primary care and mental health 

services for vulnerable individuals in Mount Lebanon. The services included are vaccination, visitations, 

counseling, health education classes etc. 

 
Figure 13: Primary Health Services for vulnerable individuals 
 in Mount Lebanon,  
Photo Credit: MECC 

 
Figure 14: Primary Health Services for vulnerable individuals in 
Mount Lebanon,  
Photo Credit: MECC 

 

Out of School Project 
In accordance with The National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon (NESSL), the MECC works on 

educating children who have been never in school or have been out of school for many years due to their 

refugee status. In addition, to educating children about mathematics, sciences, languages etc… the project 

aims to integrate Syrian children within public and private school systems. This project occurs all over 

Lebanon including the North, the Bekaa and the South. 

 
Figure 15: Educating Children, Photo  

Credit: MECC 
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Figure 18: Knitting session,  
Photo Credit: MECC 

The Life Skills Training Project  
Conducted in both the South and in Mount Lebanon areas, the project offers vulnerable Iraqi, Syrian, and 

Lebanese societies psychosocial therapy combined with soft skills training (knitting or embroidery), first aid 

training, English language classes, and computer skills trainings.  

 

Figure 17: Psychosocial therapy session, 
 Photo Credit: MECC 
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Cash Assistance Project 

In this project, 1000 Syrian, Iraqi, and vulnerable Lebanese families receive cash assistance in the Mount 
Lebanon area. Families are screened according to circumstances, such as the loss of family members, 
prevalence of chronic diseases, elderly without anyone to take care of them etc…. 

 

 
Figure 19: Cash Assistance Project, 
 Photo Credit: MECC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 20: Screening of families, 

 Photo Credit: MECC 
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Food Preservation and Cooking Skills Project 
Focusing on 45-year old Lebanese women mainly from three villages in Akaar, the three-year program aims 

to teach them how to harvest, prepare, and preserve fruits, vegetables and Lebanese foods. Also, the end 

goal is to teach women how to sell these products. 

 
Figure 21: Food preservation and Preparation Course,  
Photo Credit: MECC 

 
Figure 22: Food preservation and Preparation Course,  
Photo Credit: MECC 

 

Prevention, Response and Outreach to Empower Conflict-Related Sexual 

Violence (CRSV) Trauma Survivors in Lebanon Project 

This is a project that aims to provide psychosocial support to all those affected by sexual violence. For 

instance, counseling and knitting sessions are launched for Iraqi and Syrian women in an attempt to reduce 

stress and trauma. Also, the aim of the project is to increase awareness of GBV issues and provide 

prevention and response techniques to the community. 
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Figure 23: CRSV Survivors,  
Photo Credit: MECC 

Figure 24: CRSV Survivors,  
Photo Credit: MECC 

 

6. MECC Humanitarian activities in Syria Jan 2019 

 Completed business startup course for 24 trainees in Aleppo and arranged to provide them with startup 
kits. 

 Completed the distribution of startup kits for 33 graduated PWDs from vocational training in Al-Haffeh 
in Latakia rural. 

 Completed the distributions of food baskets for 1073 families in Atman in Daraa governorate. 

 Completed waste management activities in Jaramana and Christian valley including awareness sessions. 

 Completed the distribution of 5164 adult jackets and 6400 children clothing for 2823 families in Daraa 
Al-Balad. 

 Completed capacity building course for 30 churches staff related to humanitarian context, project cycle 
and other related topics. 

 Completed hygiene promotion sessions for 245 students and 45 teachers in Aleppo, and 124 students 
and 19 teachers in Damascus. 

 Provided grants for restoration of 10 projects of broken business in Damascus and Damascus rural. 

 Continued livestock project to provide 200 families with sheep, fodder, herder and diary processing 
equipment in Al-Mseifra including rehabilitation of barns. 

 Launched livelihood project in Daraa, Sweda and Damascus rural including vocational training for 200 
youth and 100 women, and providing 50 grants for restoration of broken business.  

 Prepared to implement health awareness courses for 200 women in Daraa, Sweida and Damascus rural. 

 Started tender process to purchase and distribute 2416 hygiene kits in Daraa governorate 
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Figure 25: Distribution of Material Resources Shipment for 959 
Families in Izraa and Mesimyeh,  
Photo Credit: MECC 

 
Figure 26: Distribution of Material Resources Shipment for 959 
Families in Izraa and Mesimyeh,  
Photo Credit: MECC 

 

Figure 27: Distribution of Material Resources Shipment for 
959 Families in Izraa and Mesimyeh,  
Photo Credit: MECC 

Figure 28: Distribution of Material Resources Shipment for 959 
Families in Izraa and Mesimyeh, 
 Photo Credit: MECC 

 

 
Figure 29: Distribution of Food Baskets for 1073 families, 

Photo Credit: MECC 
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 Figure 30: Exhibition in Al-Haffeh for Products of 60 Women 
Benefited from Vocational Training,  
Photo Credit: MECC 

 

 

 
Figure 31: Exhibition in Al-Haffeh for Products of 60 Women 
Benefited from Vocational Training, 
 Photo Credit: MECC 
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7. CONCLUSION 
Despite the events that are causing ruin in the Middle East, MECC continues to be a factor in alleviating 

the burdens. Yet, the Middle East is not a stranger to war and signs of possible conflict is always on the 

rise. As such, if a new armed struggle is to erupt, more human misery will surely follow. That’s why it is 

critical to support the MECC’s mission in unifying the churches which have always raced to help those in 

need. After all, Charity is one of the pillars of Christianity.  
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